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DPW reponds to questions 
about basement fl ooding

Can What should I do if I
 experience an overfl ow 
or back-up of sewage or 

storm water in my base-
ment?

 
I If you experience � ooding

 in your basement or a 
back-up of sewage in your base-
ment, you should immediately 
call a plumber and the Depart-
ment of Public Works (DPW). The 
DPW is responsible for keeping 
the sewer mains, which run par-
allel to your street and are con-
nected to multiple homes, clear 
of debris and � owing properly. 
Homeowners are responsible for 
the maintenance and repair of 
the sewer service line that runs 
between your home to the con-
nection to the City sewer main 
(even if it runs under the sidewalk 
and road). If you experience wa-
ter in your basement coming up 
from the � oor drains, you should 
call the DPW at 445-5363 during 
business hours Monday through 
Friday 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. or 
the Dispatch Center at the 777-
6700 (non-emergency number) 
after business hours. The dis-
patcher will contact the Sewer 
Department about your problem.

I What can I do to prevent 
a back-up in my base-

ment?
Yes. 
 Homeowners can increase 
the capacity of their homes 

sewer service lines by 
having it regularly maintained 
(cleaned) by a plumber or sewer 
cleaning company. Tree roots 
and other materials can accu-
mulate over time and restrict the 
amount of rain water that can exit 
your home. Regular maintenance 

of your sewer service line 
one, two, or sometimes three 
times a year is recommended 
depending on the condition 
the plumber � nds the ser-
vice line to be in. It is also 
important to use lint traps 
and to prevent harmful items 
such as wet wipes, towels, 
grease, etc. from restricting 
your service line. Homeown-
ers may also want to consider 
installing a back� ow system 
or sump pit by consulting with 
a licensed plumber.

 Are fl ooded streets or 
standing water in the 
streets causing my 
basement to back-up?

 
 It is important to note 

that the rain water 
standing on the roads is NOT 
related to water that may 
have backed-up into a base-
ment. The sanitary sewers 
and storm sewers are sep-
arate systems. Storm water 
collected by catch basins in 
the road are mainly controlled 
by gravity with a pump near 
the lake that then lifts the wa-
ter and pumps it in to Lake St. 
Clair. The storm water system 
that drains the roads is NOT 
connected to the homes.

 How do heavy rains 
 impact my basement 
and and contribute to a 

back-up?
 

 Sanitary sewers that 
transport sewage and 

rain water away from res-
idential homes are gravity 
sewers that are not controlled 
by gates and or pumps in 
St. Clair Shores. During rain 
events these sanitary sewers 
are also inundated by the rain 
water that is collected in the 
drain tiles around our homes. 
The majority of the homes in 
the City were designed this 
way prior to the installation of 
sump pumps in newer homes. 

The additional 
amount of rain 
water during 
rain events can 
overwhelm the 
sewer service 
line exiting 
your home 
and cause a 
back-up. This 
is the reason 
why regular 
maintenance 
of your sewer 
service line is 
so important 
to increase the 
capacity of the 
service line al-
lowing water to 
drain away from 
your home.  

Homeowners 
should also 
make sure their
down spouts
are NOT 
connected to 
their footing drain causing addi-
tional rain water that can over-
whelm their sewer service line. 
Down spout extensions should 
be directed at a minimum 5 feet 
away from your home. The grass, 
landscape bed, and pavement ar-
eas around your home should be 
sloped away from your home to 
prevent rain water from standing 
around your foundation. 

 Will my homeowner’s 
 insurance cover damage 

caused by a sewer 
back-up?

 
Homeowners should also 

contact their homeowner’s insur-
ance company and/or landlord 
as soon as possible. Standard 
homeowner’s insurance typical-
ly does not cover these type of 
claims. However, some insurance 
companies offer a rider that may 
be at an additional premium. 
Check with your agent regarding 
what they have available.

Diagram of home sewer line showing exterior 
foundation in blue and the connection from the
house to the street.

Correct installation of down spouts around the 
perimeter of your home allows rain water to 
drain away from your home and helps prevent 
basement fl ooding.
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By Bryan Babcock
DPW Director

During the recent August rains, 
the City was deluged with ques-
tions about street and basement 
fl ooding. Here are some of our 
most frequently asked questions 
with the  answers:
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A
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A
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 How is it determined
 who is responsible for a 

basement back-up?

 If you experienced an 
over� ow or backup of 
sewage or storm water 

in your home, you may � le a 
written claim with the City of St. 
Clair Shores Finance Director 
within 45 days after the over-
� ow or backup is discovered (as 
required by Michigan Public Act 
222). Claim forms are available 
online on the City’s website 
under HOW TO/FILE/CLAIM 
or you may pick up the form at 
City Hall, which is open Monday 
through Friday 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. Follow the directions on 
the claim form. For additional 
information about � ling a claim, 
call 447-3322. Claims for dam-
ages from the August 11 rainfall 
are due in the Finance Director’s 
Of� ce by September 25.
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Tiny Tots (3-6 years)
Tues. & Thurs. • $80

10:00-10:30AM. 10:30-11:00AM, 
1:00-1:30PM, 1:30-2:00PM,

 4:30-5:00PM
Sat. Only • $35

1:00-1:30PM, 1:30-2:00PM

Youth (6-17)
$80

Tues. & Thurs. 
5:00-6:00PM

Sat. Noon to 1:00PM

Adult (17 or Older)
$80

Tues. & Thurs. 
5:00-6:00PM

Sat. Noon to 1:00PM

Open Skating
$3 per skater
(no skate rental)

Saturdays & Sundays
3:00-5:00 PM

Parent & Tot Skate
(Tot 6 years or younger)
$3 per parent • Tot Free

Thurs. 11:00AM-Noon

Pucks & Parents 
(Full Equipment)

     $10/parent & 1 child
$3 Additional Child
Thurs. 2:00-3:00PM
Fri. 9:30-10:30AM

Shift Hockey 
$6 per player

GOALIES ARE FREE
Mon. & Thurs.
11PM-12:30AM

Wed. 9:00-10:30AM 

Power Hockey
$80

Saturdays
2:00-3:00PM

Director: Laura DelBarba

20000 Stephens
Between Little Mack & I-94

www.scsmi.org

For more information on the
Youth Hockey Program

check out www.scsha.org

• Instructions and badge follow regulations of United   
 States Figure Skating Association (USFSA)
• Proper fi tting skates are required...no double blades.
• Helmet, mitten/gloves are required for children 6 and  
 under. Helmet with a cage is highly recommended.
• Skate rental is available through B&R Sports located 
 in the lobby of the ice arenas. Call 772-7941 to check on
  skate rental availability. 
• Checks are payable to the City of St. Clair Shores for  
 skating only.
• The $13.00 annual fee for the USFSA must be paid at  
 the front desk of the Arena. This membership includes  
 the quarterly magazine, test book to keep track of levels  
 and a yearly member patch.

Session A...NOW to November 1
Session B...November 4 to December 21

Session C...January 6 to February 28 
Session D...March 3 to May 2

HATHA YOGA
Hatha Yoga combines physical conditioning with 

mental relaxation through controlled breathing while 
in a variety of yoga postures. Improve joint 
� exibility, muscle endurance, and strength. 
Prepare yourself to deal with the stresses of 

modern living through this time proven form of 
exercise. Classes open to anyone 16 years and 

older. All classes are held on Tuesdays at 
Blossom Heath, 24800 East Jefferson 

from 10:15 a.m. to 11:15 a.m. 

Session F: NOW to November 4 • $60 
Session A: Nov 11 to December 16 • $36

Call Bethany at 944-0830 for details.

Adult Softball Leagues
Co-ed (Sunday) OPEN League: 

$525-Doubleheaders • 10 games

Men (Thursday) “D” League: 
$675-DOUBLEHEADERS • 12 games

Women & Coed: $15/game • Men: $16/game 

Teems fees include a $50 refundable forfeit fee, 
Softballs, fi eld rental & playoffs

Umpires will be paid at the fi eld

Games are played at Kyte Monroe 
located at Masonic & Harper

All leagues are playing NOW!

Call 445-5350 to register

St. Clair Shores School of Skating

Learn to Skate Program
Group lessons...Sign up today

Call 445-5350



Rats, Leptospirosis
and Public Health

By Marianne Courey Vice-Chairperson, Animal Care & Welfare Committee
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We rely on many GREAT volunteers on 
our “Community Involvement” Boards 
and Commissions.  These volunteers are 
responsible for many wonderful events 
and amenities our City has to offer.

The Activities Committee provides the 
fi nest activities and events including the 
annual fi reworks show, Music in the Park, 
the Halloween Funfest, and the Christmas 
tree lighting.  They recently added the 
Country Music Festival to their schedule 
of fun events.

The Beautifi cation Commission recom-
mends, implements, and actively partic-
ipates in beautifi cation improvements 
throughout the city, including maintaining 
multiple fl ower beds and pots.  These 
tireless volunteers work year round to 
keep our City beautiful.

The Communications Commission is 
the advisory team for community issues 
including cable, the city website and 
Facebook page.

The Cool City Committee creates new 
events to positively promote the city.  
Last year, they launched the Lighthouse 
Art Project which still has residents and 
businesses proudly displaying their work.

The Cultural Committee promotes cultural 
activities and enrichment for the resi-
dents including the annual Fine Art Show 
and recently “Behind the Scenes” tour of 
the DIA.

The Dog Park Committee advises Parks 
and Recreation on the maintenance and 
management of the Maloof-Statler Dog 
Park.  Their advice is vital to keep the dog 
park safe and fun for our canine friends.

The Historical Commission collects and 
preserves historic memorabilia and 
oversees operation of the Selinsky-Green 
Farmhouse Museum.  They also launched 
a historical plaque program to recognize 
historical buildings with the year they 
were built.

The Older Persons Advisory Committee 
reviews the needs of the senior citizen 
population.  OPAC is also very active with 
the operation of the Senior Center as well.

The SCS Memorial Day Parade Committee 
manages everything in regard to hosting 
the annual Memorial Day Parade.

The Waterfront Environmental Commit-
tee responsibilities include monitoring, 
coordinating, and promoting clean, safe 
usage of Lake St. Clair.  They manage 
the annual Nautical Coast Clean Up and 
monthly expressway ramp cleanups as 
well as many other great programs to 
protect Lake St. Clair.

If you are interested in being a member 
of any of our boards and commissions, 
check out the Boards and Commissions 
page under City Hall at www.scsmi.org to 
get an application and to see which ones 
have vacancies.  We are always in need 
of more great volunteers for our City! 
If you have any comments, please e-mail 
me at caronj@scsmi.net or call me at 
586-777-0611.

Council Member - John D. Caron Mayor Kip C. Walby

C O U N C I L
C O N N E C T I O N

When the water main down the street from 
your home starts shooting water into the sky, 
who are you going to call? 
Our DPW. 

When a pothole in your neighborhood tries to 
swallow your car on the way to pick up the 
kids, who are you going to call? 
Our DPW.

When the catch basins back up on your 
street forming a mini-Lake St. Clair, who are 
you going to call? 
Our DPW.

Led by DPW Director Bryan Babcock, the 
thirty-employee staff at our DPW handles 
problems such as these and more on a daily 
basis. I am extremely proud of the work that 
they do and I wanted to give them a “shout 
out” in this month’s column. 

DPW consists of some of the most critical 
divisions in community service including 
Forestry, Sewer, Streets, Motor Pool and 
Water Maintenance, as well as Garbage/
Recyling/Yard Waste and the coordination of 
the 10 Mile Drain Superfund site work with 
the EPA. In short, DPW staff improve our 
community by managing a sound  infrastruc-
ture…both above and below ground. With 
187 miles of road and 440 miles of sewer 
pipes, over 220 miles of water main, this is a 
herculean  task. 

Last year alone, our DPW provided quality 
service to our residents both proactively and 
reactively. Here are a few examples:
• The Water Department operated the 4 
million gallon Water Storage Reservoir and 
Pumping Station at 10 Mile and Harper to 
reduce the cost to purchase water from 
Detroit by an annual approximate amount of 
$350,000 to $500,000. 

• The Water Department repaired over 200 
water main breaks last winter, often working 
through the night to provide reliable drinking 
water for our residents.

• The Forestry Department trimmed over 
400 trees, removed 244 trees, removed 
hundreds of hanging or fallen branches. 

• The Streets Department responded to over 
30 snow storms during last year’s brutal 
winter.

• The Sewer Department continues to 
improve the storm water system by cleaning 
and repairing catch basins, manholes and 
main lines. They also resolve problem 
sewers through jetting and root cutting and 
excavating repairs.

I think that the damage left by the recent 
rain and winds storms have accentuated 
the importance of the DPW. In emergencies 
crews were called on to repair broken water 
and sewer mains, close roadways due to 
fl ooded streets, and remove branches and 
trees felled by a storm. DPW plays a key 
role in the City’s response team. As a matter 
of fact, the DPW was given fi rst responder 
status in 2005 by the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security and Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA). 

I hope this column has given you a little 
more insight into how vital our DPW is to the 
safety and well-being of our City. As Mayor 
I salute the men and women of the DPW for 
the outstanding job they do every single day.

As always, I welcome your comments and 
concerns. You can contact me by phone at 
445-3983 or email me at walby@scsmi.net.

PART II: Steps you can take to eliminate rats, the carriers of Lepto-
spirosis. Rats not only carry leptospirosis but: lice, mange, � eas, salmo-
nella, bubonic plague, tapeworms, rat bite fever, hantavirus pulmonary 
syndrome, eosinophilic meningitis and typhus. The recent turn of the 
economy has left communities with a larger number of vacant homes 
which make nice harborage for rodents and other wildlife. Also, with the 
down turn of the economy, less home improvements/maintenance are 
conducted and less households use professional pest control methods. 

Here are some steps that can be taken by the City and residents to 
eliminate rats:

1. Do not feed wild birds.

2. Use rodent proof garbage cans only.

3. Eliminate harborage and sources of food. 

4. Do not plant or eliminate fruit bearing trees and veggie gardens. Plant
 rodent discouraging plants such as mint, garlic, daffodils, marigolds,
 lavender, oregano, sage, black pepper and cayenne. 

5. Eliminate puddles of water as soon as possible.

6. Eliminate backyard ponds and bird baths.

7. Keep your lawns short as possible.

8. Trim your bushes, especially evergreens, 12-18 inches from the
 ground- the shallow root system allows rodents to burrow and the 
 low branches provide cover.

9. Pick up dog feces at least once a day and do it with a plastic bag so
  you can tie it up and put it in the trash. This minimizes the smell
  which is also an attractant for rodents.

10. Any out buildings - including sheds must be rodent proof, rat wall etc. 

11. Encourage and build hawk/eagle nesting areas throughout the 
 City- natural pest control. 

12. The City should pre- bait before any road/digging projects. Alert
 residents of exact date these projects are occurring so they can take
 extra precautions when the rodent nests are disturbed.

13. Eliminate composing piles. 

14. Do not leave dog water bowls out over night. 

15. Pick up dog toys and/or kids toys from yard overnight.

16. Secure any raised decks or patios that connect with lawns or dirt by
 sinking steel small gauge mesh from the side of the deck down about 
 12 inches into the ground. Rodents like to borrow under decks and
 patios to build nests.

17. If there is a hole the size of a quarter a rat can get through it. 
 Eliminate holes/spaces that rodent can get through to shelter or food. 

18. Do not leave abandoned cars in yards.

19. Remove wood piles, trash piles or any pile that would provide shelter.

20. Work with your neighbors- if you are having a rodent problem and
 begin pest control alert your neighbors to do the same at the same
 time. If you eliminate rodents they will just move on to the next 
 property if that property is attractive for them to live. 

21. Rodent bait/poison is highly dangerous and fairly ineffective if rodents
 have other sources of food. Consider other rodent control methods.

22. Consult a professional pest control company.

23. Use “Report a Concern” or call the City when you see a problem in
 your neighborhood or at a business. Insist on a follow up report and
 time frame for correction of violations. Get the name, phone number
 and/or email of the responding Inspector. Follow up with the 
 Inspector or City Council until the problem is solved. 

These measures may sound extreme but if the City and residents work 
together for a few years this large rat population can be controlled. It is all 
about making the environment unattractive for rodents to live, eat, drink 
and breed.  This is a serious public health issue for both humans and pets. 

Inside Our City
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 St. Clair Shores
Directory

27600 Jefferson Circle Dr.
St. Clair Shores, MI 48081-2093

            CITY HALL HOURS
          Monday - Friday

             8:00 AM - 4:30 PM
St. Clair Shores Web Site

www.scsmi.org

Michael Smith
City Manager

smithm@scsmi.net • 447-3311
Municipal Telephone Directory

Direct Dial Numbers

Assessing ........................... 447-3355
City Clerk ............................ 447-3303
City Manager ...................... 447-3311
Code Enforcement ............. 447-3336
Communications Dept. ........447-3414
Community Devel. .............. 447-3340
D.P.W. Complex ...................445-5363
Finance ................................447-3324
Fire Department ...................445-5380
40th District Court ...............445-5280
Golf Course .........................294-2000
Housing-Leisure Manor .......773-9200
Library .................................771-9020
Parks & Recreation ..............445-5350
Police Department ...............445-5300
Senior Activities Center .......445-0996
Tax & Water Bills ................. 447-3317
EMERGENCY .........................911
NON-Emergency .......... 777-6700

For Garbage Complaints:
Rizzo Environmental Services

866-772-8900
www.rizzoservices.com

City Council Contact Info:
Mayor Kip C. Walby
walby@scsmi.net • 445-3983

Mayor Pro-Tem Candice B. Rusie
rusiec@scsmi.net • 612-3098

Council Member John D. Caron
caronj@scsmi.net • 777-0611

Council Member Ronald J. Frederick
rfrederick@scsmi.net • 776-9880

Council Member Peter A. Rubino
rubinop@scsmi.net • 770-2695

Council Member Anthony G. Tiseo
tiseoa@scsmi.net • 634-0777

Council Member Chris M. Vitale
vitalec@scsmi.net • 801-4732

Ins ide  St . C la i r  Shores
 is a community newsletter published by 
the City of St. Clair Shores eight to ten 
times per year. It serves to educate and 
inform the residents and businesses in 
the City about issues, regulations, activ-
ities, and persons who have an impact 
on the quality of life in our community.

Mayor Kip C. Walby

Mayor Pro-Tem:
Candice B. Rusie

Council Members:
John D. Caron

Ronald J. Frederick
Peter A. Rubino

Anthony G. Tiseo
Chris M. Vitale

City Manager: 
Michael Smith

Editor-In-Chief:
Mary Jane D’Herde

Communications Director

We welcome your comments and 
suggestions about the content 
of this publication. Contact the 
Communications Department, 
27600 Jefferson Circle Dr., St. Clair 
Shores, MI 48081 or call 447-3414 
or email at maryjane@scsmi.net.

TH
18

Local History Center Open 1PM-
4PM Library

Preschool Storytime 1:30PM Library

Council Sub-Com on Brds & Com 
7PM City Hall

Planning Comm 7pm City Hall

Friends of the Library 7PM Library

Family Storytime 7PM Library

1ST Stop for Tots 10AM Library

TOT Time 10:30AM Library

Selinsky-Green Farmhouse Museum 
Open 1-4PM

SCS Women’s Civic League 7PM 
Library

The Area Agency on Aging Medicare 
Fraud: How to Prevent It 7PM 
Library

Rosh Hashana

1ST Stop for Tots 10AM Library

TOT Time 10:30AM Library

Local History Ctr 5-8:45PM Library

Genealogy Mtg 7PM Library

Classic Film Fridays: On an Island 
with You (1948) 1:30PM Library

Yardeners Plant Exchange 9AM-
11AM Selinsky-Green Farmhouse 
Museum

Lego Block Party 10Am-Noon 
Library

Local History Center Open 10AM-

SEPTEMBER

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS

Noon & 1PM-4PM Library

Selinsky-Green Farmhouse Museum 
1PM-4PM

Local History Center Open 1PM-
4PM Library

NO Preschool Storytime

No Family Storytime

Odd/Even Watering Ordinance in 
Effect Until Oct 1

Yard Waste & Large Brush Pick 
Up Service in Effect Until De-
cember 12

NO 1st Stop for Tots

No Tot Time

Selinsky-Green Farmhouse Museum 
Open 1PM-4PM

Friends of the Library Fall Book Sale 
2PM-8PM Library

NO 1st Stop for Tots

No Tot Time

Friends of the Library Fall Book Sale 
10AM-8PM Library

Local History Ctr 5-8:45PM Library

Cinema Thursday: Heaven is for 
Real (2014) 6:30PM Library

Dog Park Mtg 6:30PM Civic Arena

Zoning Board of Appeal (ZBA) 7PM 
City Hall

SCS Memorial Parade Committee 
7PM City Hall 

Apple Pie Week at Senior Center for 
Active Adults

Library Brd. 9:30AM Library

1ST Stop for Tots 10AM Library

TOT Time 10:30AM Library

Local History Center Open 5PM-
8:45PM Library

SCS Activities Com 6PM Civic Arena

SCS Cultural Com Film Movement: 2 
Autumns, 3 Winters (France) 6:30PM 
Library

Made in Michigan Festival 1PM-8PM 
Civic Arena Parking Lot Sponsored by 
the SCS Senior Center for Active Adults

Apple Pie Week at Senior Center for 
Active Adults

Local History Center Open 10AM-Noon 
1PM-4PM Library

Classic Film Fridays: Thoroughly Mod-
ern Millie (1967) 1:30PM Library

Made in Michigan Festival 10AM-5PM 
Civic Arena Parking Lot Sponsored by 
the SCS Senior Center for Active Adults

Apple Pie Week at Senior Center for 
Active Adults

Selinsky-Green Farmhouse Museum 
Open 1PM-4PM

Teen Advisory Brd. 1PM Library

18TH VMCCA Lakeshore Chapter 
Annual Car Show 10AM-4PM Blossom 
Heath Park

F
19

SA
20

TU
23

SU
21

W
24

TH
25

F
26

SA
27

SA
27

TU
30

OCTOBER

W
1

TU
2


