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State Primary...Aug. 5...VOTE!
Can I “split” my 
vote and select 
candidates from 
several parties?
No. The Election 

on August 5 is a Partisan Pri-
mary Election which means that 
there are two party selections 
on the ballot—Republican Party 
and Democratic Party. Voters 
will nominate Republican and 
Democratic candidates for the 
following Of� ces of: 
Governor, US Senator, US Repre-
sentative, State Senator, County 
Executive, County Commissioner, 
Precinct Delegates and vote on 
one State Proposal, one County 
proposal (SMART Millage), and a 
Bond Proposal in the South Lake 
School District. 

I will be out of 
town on August 
5, can I still 
vote?

Yes. You can apply for an absen-
tee voter’s ballot. Every voter is 
required to complete a written 
request to receive an absen-
tee voter’s ballot that includes 
an area to check off one of six 
statutory reasons to be eligible to 
receive the ballot. One of the rea-
sons may be “I am absent from 
the community in which I am 
registered for the entire time the 
polls are open on Election Day.” 
You may use the absentee voter’s 
ballot application found on page 
4 of this newsletter, pick one up 
at the City Clerk’s Of� ce in City 
Hall or go to the City’s website at 
scsmi.org under City Hall/Elec-
tions/Absentee Voting. Fill out the 
application, sign it and submit it 
to the City Clerk’s Of� ce  by mail 
at 27600 Jefferson Circle Drive, 
48081 or drop it off in the white 
mailbox in front of City Hall.  

When does my 
absentee voter’s 
ballot need to be 
returned?

Absentee voter’s ballots must be 
returned before the polls close at 

8:00 p.m. on August 5. Do 
NOT mail your absentee vot-
er’s ballot if you are not sure 
that the City will receive it on 
time. You can drop it off in the 
white mailbox in front of City 
Hall at any time. City employ-
ees check the box several 
times a day. You can also 
drop it off in City Hall during 
regular business hours...Mon-
day through Friday 8:00 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. The City Clerk’s 
Of� ce will also be open on 
Saturday, August 2 from 8:00 
a.m. to 2:00 p.m. for absentee 
voting. Registered voters can 
also vote by absentee voter’s 
ballot at the City Clerk’s Of-
� ce until 4:00 p.m. on Mon-
day, August 4.

What time are 
the polls open 
on Election 
Day, August 5?

The polls are open from 7:00 
a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Sample bal-
lots and voting locations are 
available on the City’s website 
at scsmi.org under City Hall/
City Clerk/Election Informa-
tion.

Have any of the 
voting loca-
tions changed?

Yes. Please, note these 
changes:
• Precinct 17 formerly St.
  Gertrude now votes at the
  VFW Bruce Post located at  

  28404 Jefferson, just south 
  of Martin Road
• If you live on or north of 
  Carolina St. and voted 
  previously at Elmwood School, 
  you will now vote at Precinct 4
  located at St. Lucy Church at
  23401 Jefferson.  

• If you live south of Carolina St. 
  and voted previously at 
  Elmwood School, you will now  
  vote at St. Joan of Arc
  Community Center, 22415
  Overlake.

Do I need a pic-
ture ID to vote 
at a precinct on 
Election Day?

Yes. Picture Identi� cation is 
required to vote and poll workers 
will ask for it before you receive 
a ballot. Acceptable forms of 
identi� cation include a Michigan 
driver’s license, a state-issued 
personal ID card, a US Passport 
or military ID with a photo, or a 
student ID. If you do not have 
a picture ID, you can vote after 
completing an af� davit at the 
polls on Election Day.
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• Keep grass mowed to less than 8
  inches and remove any overgrown
  weeds or bushes. This not only
  looks nice, but helps keep out 
  unwanted bugs and rodents.

• Pick up pet waste regularly and
  bring water and food bowls in at
  night. This helps avoid noxious
  odors and unwanted pests.

• Keep all garbage in metal or plastic
  containers with tight-fi tting lids. 

• Remove any abandoned vehicles
  and repair any holes in structures  
  like garages, sheds or houses. Don’t
  give rodents the opportunity to set  
  up housekeeping in your home.

• Stockpile wood in a neat and
  orderly manner at least 18 inches
  off  the ground on open racks.
  Stockpiles cannot exceed a total
  height of 4 feet and cannot be
  more than 16 feet in length. No
  fi rewood can be stored in the front
  yard. Storage must be a minimum  
  of 6 inches from any fence. 

• In the winter months, clear ice and
  snow off your sidewalks and 
  driveways. This helps prevent “slip  
  and fall” accidents that may cause
  serious injury to children, adults 
  or seniors.

Do’s
• Do NOT ground feed birds, squirrels
  or other animals. Rodents see this  
  as an easy source of food.
 
• Do NOT allow water to collect in  
  pots, buckets, containers, or 
  swimming pool covers. It could   
  attract and breed mosquitoes.

• Do NOT park your car on the front
  lawn. Cars are required to be 
  licensed, road ready, and parked 
  on a paved surface.

• Do NOT store excess trash and
  debris around your home. This
  helps keep rodents out of your yard  
  and your neighbors.

• Do NOT pour contaminants down  
  the storm water drains. Remember  
  that there are over 5,000 drains in  
  the City that drain directly into 
  Lake St. Clair.

• Do NOT blow your leaves or grass  
  clippings into the street. Even a   
  handful of debris can clog the catch  
  basin and cause your street to fl ood
  when it rains.

• Do NOT begin any home improve- 
  ment project—additions, basement,  
  bathroom, or kitchen remodeling,  
  decks, etc.—without checking with  
  Community Development. Many  
  projects require a permit. 
  Always remember...

Safety fi rst!     

Don’tsThe foundation of a 
good neighborhood lies in  the 

type of relationships established 
among its neighbors. 

The fi rst step in building a 
good relationship is respecting 

those next door, 
down the street and around the 

corner from your home.

While everyone has 
their own ideas of 

a good neighbor and 
a good neighborhood, 

there are some basic standards
 set up by the City’s codes and 

zoning ordinances or
 through common courtesies that 
make life better in our community.

Simply follow the Do’s and Don’ts 
on this page and we will improve 

St. Clair Shores neighborhoods and 
the lives of the citizens 
who live in them one 

neighborhood at a time.

For more information about the  
City codes, ordinances, 
and permits needed for 

home improvements, call 
Community Development 

at 447-3340 or visit the City’s 
website at www.scsmi.org



Rats, Leptospirosis
and Public Health

By Marianne Courey
Vice-Chairperson, Animal Care & Welfare Committee

Every community has a variety of wildlife -- some we enjoy, others, not so 
much. Each comes with its own challenges. In our effort to educate our 
citizens on animal welfare issues, the Animal Care and Welfare Commit-
tee is providing the following information about Leptospirosis. 

PART I: Leptospirosis is a cork screw shaped gram negative bacteria 
(see picture below) that is spread by urine of infected animals such as: 
rodents, raccoons, opossums, skunks, livestock and dogs. The bacteria 
likes a wet and warm environment- puddles, dewy grass, etc. Transmis-
sion is through the mucous membranes 
or skin with any wound, such as a 
cut or scrape which comes into contact 
with infected urine, urine-contaminated 
soil, water, food or bedding; through a 
bite from an infect- ed animal; by eating 
infected tissues or carcasses; drinking 
contaminated water and rarely, through 
breeding. It can also be passed through 
the placenta from the mother dog to the 
puppies. There are numerous strains of leptospirosis.

Symptoms of Leptospirosis in dogs are: lethargy, diarrhea, vomiting, loss 
of appetite, yellow skin, shivering, weakness, sore muscles, stiffness, 
sudden fever, increased thirst and urination, dif� culty breathing.

Protecting dogs:

1. Follow your veterinarian’s vaccine recommendations.

2. Do not allow your dog to drink from stagnate water.

3. Keep your dog away from wildlife, rodents and wildlife and rodent   
 carcasses.

4. Inspect paw pads for cuts/scrapes that the bacteria can enter through.

5. Wipe your dog’s feet when they become wet or in contact with         
 dewy grass.

6. Discourage your dog from licking/chewing their paws.

7. Eliminate rats, raccoons, opossums, etc. from your dog’s immediate   
 environment.

8. Remove all food, water bowls and toys from outside at night or times   
 when your dog is not in the yard.

9. Use good sanitation in and outside of your house. Leptospirosis is   
 susceptible to common household disinfectants such as bleach in 1
 part bleach to 10 parts water mixture, chlorhexidine, 70% isopropyl
 alcohol, Lysol. Consider sanitizing the bottom of shoes before entering
 your house- use one of the above methods. 

10. ANY SIGNS OF ILLNESS- SEE YOUR VETERINARIAN OR
   CONTACT AN EMERGENCY VETERINARY CLINIC RIGHT AWAY. 

11. Should your dog become ill – ask for con� rmation blood tests from   
 your veterinarian. The State of Michigan tracts this illness by laboratory  
 con� rmation. Tracking this illness is very important to research for 
 better prevention and treatments. 

Leptospirosis and humans:Leptospirosis is a zoonotic disease which 
mean animals can transfer it to people. It is a serious disease for humans 
especially humans with immune compromised systems. The CDC has 
extensive information on humans and leptospirosis at 
www.cdc.gov/leptospirosis/ 

EDITOR’S NOTE: Watch for Part II: Steps you can take to 
eliminate rats, the carriers of leptospirosis in the August 
issue of Inside St. Clair Shores.
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St. Clair Shores must protect its best and 
most promising qualities or it will disap-
pear from the shopping lists of buyers 
who can afford to live elsewhere. What do 
I feel your City government should do in 
response to this reality? 

Taxes: Spend wisely and current/new 
buyers won’t question the cost benefi t of 
millage rates vs. services. At the same 
time, do not cut rates/services only for 
the bragging rights of being cheapest; 
unless the goal is maximizing the profi ts 
of landlord/investors who live elsewhere 
without utilizing most St. Clair Shores 
services.

The Lake: Fight to keep it clean, 
navigable and be open to new opportu-
nities. However, we also must face the 
reality that it’s almost 100% developed 
as individual private property, especially 
areas where the coastline is within easy 
sight-distance from the road. That makes 
our resident parks especially valuable.

Schools: Not controlled by City gov-
ernment, but well-within the control of 
citizens. Take these elections seriously, 
get involved and consider challenging the 
status quo if you’re displeased. 

Commercial/Retail Zones: New con-
struction guidelines along Harper Avenue 
have eliminated the “strip mall” and now 
favor pedestrian-friendly features (win-
dow area, side/rear parking, etc.) There 
are requirements for high-quality, durable 
materials. The City’s best new develop-
ments have embraced this change and 
been successful. Lessons learned here 
should be applied to other commercial/
retail districts. St. Clair Shores commer-
cial vacancy rates are actually lower than 
surrounding communities, despite our 
less-than-central location. This is further 
evidence that covering a building with 
advertisements, obnoxious colors and/or 
fl ashing lights isn’t a business plan. It’s 
life-support for a venture that couldn’t 
sustain itself. If a retail area looks “des-
perate” it will eventually harm successful 
businesses by chasing-away customers 
and fresh investment.

Residential Housing/Neighborhoods: 
Represents 96% of our taxable value as 
a City but too often receives the least of 
our efforts. We must consider why people 
choose to live in an established neighbor-
hood; especially those people who can 
easily afford a newer home. When asked, 
the reasons given are overwhelmingly 
ideals like positive interaction with neigh-
bors, the calming quality of a tree-lined 
street, walkability, and viewing a lawn 
rather than the side of their neighbor’s 
garage or SUV. These are strengths of 
cities like St. Clair Shores; they tend to 
be absent from newer subdivisions. I 
recently proposed we follow the direction 
of other successful, older communities 
by adopting a design-standard ordinance 
for new home construction. There are no 
Birmingham or Royal Oak plans; there is 
simply good planning and bad planning. 
We have the elements to become the 
gem of Macomb County; our challenge is 
recognizing and utilizing those strengths. 

If you have any comments, questions or 
concerns, feel free to contact me at 801-
4732 or email me at vitalec@scsmi.net. 

Council Member - Chris M. Vitale Mayor Kip C. Walby

C O U N C I L
C O N N E C T I O N

I was honored and humbled to be part 
of two historic events happening in 
our City on July 15, 2014. At Noon, 
Chief Judge Joseph Oster, Historical 
Commission Member Jeanne Srigley, 
and Librarian Cindy Bieniek joined me 
in opening the time capsule that was 
buried in 1979 in the cornerstone of 
the old 40th District Court building 
on 11 Mile and Jefferson, The time 
capsule included letters from 35 
organizations in St. Clair Shores that 
were active in the late seventies—
many like the Shorewood Kiwanis 
and the Senior Cruisers Club are still 
as dynamic today—City Calendars 
and Annual Reports from 1973 to 
1978—a visual history of the state of 
our City and its fi nances in the early 
days—several of the St. Clair Shores 
Goodfellows historical editions fea-
turing our founding families such as 
the Maison family and Herman Brys, 
various letters and memos including 
reminiscence of John Yoe, telling 
of constructing the old municipal 
building, a copy of a 1979 edition of 
The St. Clair Shores Shopper (I may 
have been a youngster, but I remem-
ber getting it at my parent’s house). 
It was a walk down memory lane for 
Jeanne, who was present when the 
time capsule was originally buried in 
1979. The opening also brought back 
childhood memories for Joe and me; 
both life-long residents. The opening 
will be highlighted on a segment of 
The Mayor’s Corner. Check the SCSTV 
Bulletin Board for days and times. It’s 
also available on the Media Center on 
the City’s website at scsmi.org.

At 5:00 p.m. on July 15, 2014 Judge 
Oster and his family, Michigan 
Supreme Court Justice David Viviano, 
dignitaries and residents joined me 
in dedicating the new 40th District 
Court building in honor of the late 
Judge Craigen J. Oster. The Judge 
served the people of St. Clair Shores 
for over twenty-six years from 1970 
to 1996. This was his seat; this was 
his courthouse. He wasn’t the kind of 
judge who came here to work, sat on 
the bench, then forgot about us when 
his workday was over. Judge Craigen 
Oster was a man of our community. He 
was involved in our everyday life and 
wanted to make St. Clair Shores a bet-
ter place to live and bring up a family. 
He did just that. He was a respected 
and ethical member of our community 
and was known as an even-tempered, 
fair-minded Judge who always took 
the time to listen. He was my friend, 
my mentor, my confi dant. He was a 
man of integrity and wisdom. It is 
fi tting and appropriate that we honor 
him by naming our new courthouse 
the Craigen J. Oster District Court-
house and continue his legacy.. 

As always, I welcome your comments 
and concerns. You can contact me 
by phone at 445-3983 or email me at 
walby@scsmi.net.

Inside Our City
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 St. Clair Shores
Directory

27600 Jefferson Circle Dr.
St. Clair Shores, MI 48081-2093

            CITY HALL HOURS
          Monday - Friday

             8:00 AM - 4:30 PM
St. Clair Shores Web Site

www.scsmi.org

Michael Smith
Interim City Manager

smithm@scsmi.net • 447-3311
Municipal Telephone Directory

Direct Dial Numbers

Assessing ........................... 447-3355
City Clerk ............................ 447-3303
City Manager ...................... 447-3311
Code Enforcement ............. 447-3336
Communications Dept. ........447-3414
Community Devel. .............. 447-3340
D.P.W. Complex ...................445-5363
Finance ................................447-3324
Fire Department ...................445-5380
40th District Court ...............445-5280
Golf Course .........................294-2000
Housing-Leisure Manor .......773-9200
Library .................................771-9020
Parks & Recreation ..............445-5350
Police Department ...............445-5300
Senior Activities Center .......445-0996
Tax & Water Bills ................. 447-3317
EMERGENCY .........................911
NON-Emergency .......... 777-6700

For Garbage Complaints:
Rizzo Environmental Services

866-772-8900
www.rizzoservices.com

City Council Contact Info:
Mayor Kip C. Walby
walby@scsmi.net • 445-3983

Mayor Pro-Tem Candice B. Rusie
rusiec@scsmi.net • 612-3098

Council Member John D. Caron
caronj@scsmi.net • 777-0611

Council Member Ronald J. Frederick
rfrederick@scsmi.net • 776-9880

Council Member Peter A. Rubino
rubinop@scsmi.net • 770-2695

Council Member Anthony G. Tiseo
tiseoa@scsmi.net • 634-0777

Council Member Chris M. Vitale
vitalec@scsmi.net • 801-4732

Ins ide  St . C la i r  Shores
 is a community newsletter published by 
the City of St. Clair Shores eight to ten 
times per year. It serves to educate and 
inform the residents and businesses in 
the City about issues, regulations, activ-
ities, and persons who have an impact 
on the quality of life in our community.

Mayor Kip C. Walby

Mayor Pro-Tem:
Candice B. Rusie

Council Members:
John D. Caron

Ronald J. Frederick
Peter A. Rubino

Anthony G. Tiseo
Chris M. Vitale

Interim City Manager: 
Michael Smith

Editor-In-Chief:
Mary Jane D’Herde

Communications Director

We welcome your comments and 
suggestions about the content 
of this publication. Contact the 
Communications Department, 
27600 Jefferson Circle Dr., St. Clair 
Shores, MI 48081 or call 447-3414 
or email at maryjane@scsmi.net.
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St. Clair Shores Country Music 
Fest Noon-7PM Veterans Memorial 
Park $3 Admission FREE parking 
Sponsored by the SCS Activities 
Committee

City Council Mtg 7PM City Hall

Deadline to Vote Absentee Voter 
Ballot 4PM Clerk’s Offi ce City Hall

Shorewood Kiwanis/Macomb Cham-
ber Society Concert 7PM Wahby 
Park

STATE PRIMARY ELECTION 
POLLS OPEN 7AM-8PM

Local History Ctr 1-4PM Library

Water Resources Brd. 7PM City Hall

Historical Com 7PM Selinsky-Green 
Farmhouse Museum

Special Needs Golf Outing 8AM SCS 
Golf Club

1ST Stop for Tots 10AM Library

TOT Time 10:30AM Library

Selinsky-Green Farmhouse Museum 
Open 1-4PM

2014 Michelob Ultra Music on the 
Lake Concert: Magic Bus 7:30PM 
Veterans Memorial Park

1ST Stop for Tots 10AM Library

TOT Time 10:30AM Library

Local History Ctr 5-8:45PM Library

Cinema Thursday: Heaven is for 
Real (2014) 6:30PM Library

Dog Park Mtg 6:30PM Civic Arena

Zoning Board of Appeal (ZBA) 7PM 
City Hall

SCS Memorial Parade Committee 
7PM City Hall 

Local History Ctr Open 10AM-Noon 
1-4PM Library

Classic Film Fridays: Annie Oakley 
(1935) 1:30PM Library 

I-94 Expressway Entrance/Exit 
Cleanup 10AM-Noon Meet in Park-
ing Lot NW Corner of 10 Ml Rd & I-94

SCS Women’s Civic League Guns 
& Hoses Softball Game 7PM Kyte 
Monroe

AUGUST

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS

JULY
Long Mondays DPW Open 7AM-
7PM for Trash & Motor Oil Drop Off

Shorewood Kiwanis/Macomb Cham-
ber Society Concert 7PM Wahby 
Park

Yardener’s Mtg 7PM Library

All Day Lego Party 10Am-8PM 
Library

Local History Ctr 1-4PM Library

Planning Commission 7PM City Hall

1ST Stop for Tots 10AM Library

TOT Time 10:30AM Library

Selinsky-Green Farmhouse Museum 
Open 1-4PM

Cultural Commission  6:30PM 
Library

Beautifi cation Commission 7PM 
City Hall

Cool City 7PM City Hall

2014 Michelob Ultra Music on the 
Lake Concert: The Groove Council 
7:30PM Veterans Memorial Park

Library Brd. 9:30AM Library

1ST Stop for Tots 10AM Library

TOT Time 10:30AM Library

Local History Center Open 5PM-
8:45PM Library

Cultural Committee Art Show 6-9PM 
Jefferson Yacht Club

Parks & Rec Commission 7PM Civic 
Arena

Folksongs at the Farmhouse Featur-
ing Jim Daniska 7-8:30PM Selin-
sky-Green Farmhouse Museum

17th Annual SCS Waterfront Invi-
tational Soccer Tournament Kyte 
Monroe

Historical Society’s White Elephant 
Sale 9AM-3PM Selinsky-Green 
Farmhouse Museum

City Council Mtg 7PM City Hall

Shorewood Kiwanis/Macomb Cham-
ber Society Concert 7PM Wahby 
Park
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Sign Arbitration 9AM City Hall

1ST Stop for Tots 10AM Library

TOT Time 10:30AM Library

Local History Ctr 5-8:45PM Library

Local History Center Open 10AM-Noon 
1PM-4PM Library

Classic Film Fridays: 42nd Street (1933) 
1:30PM Library

Miss St. Clair Shores Pageant 6PM 
South Lake High School Auditorium

Swim Lessons Begin City Pool

Shorewood Kiwanis/Macomb Chamber 
Society Concert 7PM Wahby Park

Local History Ctr 1-4PM Library

Summer Reading Club Terrifi c Tues-
days 2PM Library

1ST Stop for Tots 10AM Library

TOT Time 10:30AM Library

Selinsky-Green Farmhouse Museum 
Open 1-4PM

2014 Michelob Ultra Music on the Lake 
Concert: Air Margaritaville 7:30PM 
Veterans Memorial Park

1ST Stop for Tots 10AM Library

TOT Time 10:30AM Library

Local History Ctr 5-8:45PM Library

Odd/Even Watering Ordinance in 
Effect Until Oct 1

Yard Waste & Large Brush Pick Up 
Service in Effect Until December 12

Classic Film Fridays: Bells Are Ringing 
(1960) 1:30PM Library

Clerk’s Offi ce Open to Issue Absentee 
Voter’s Ballots 8 AM-2PM City Hall

Yardener’s Garden Tour 9AM-4PM 
Register at Selinsky-Green Farmhouse 
Museum

Early Warning Siren Test 1PM (In Good 
Weather Only)

St. Clair Shores Country Music Fest 
2-10PM Veterans Memorial Park $3 
Admission FREE parking Sponsored by 
the SCS Activities Committee

SA
26

F
1

M
4

TH
14TH

7

F- SU
15-
17

F
8

TH
31

SA
2

SU
3

W
6

SA
9

TU
12

W
13

SA
16

M
18


