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MINUTES 
ST. CLAIR SHORES CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

September 19, 2016 
 
Regular Meeting of the City Council, held in the Council Chambers, located at 27600 Jefferson Circle Dr., St. Clair 
Shores, Michigan.   
 
Present: Council Members Peter Accica, John Caron, Ronald Frederick, Peter Rubino, Candice Rusie, 

and Chris Vitale 
 
Absent: Mayor Kip C. Walby 
 
Also Present:  City Clerk Mary Kotowski, Directors Mary Jane D’Herde, Doug Haag, Liz Koto, and City 

Attorney Robert Ihrie  
   
1. CALL TO ORDER, ROLL CALL AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Caron called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Ms. Kotowski, City Clerk, called roll with a quorum 
present.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those in attendance.   
 
It was noted that Mayor Walby asked to be excused as he was out of town on city business.  
 
Moved by Council Member Rusie, supported by Council Member Frederick to excuse Mayor Walby from 
the meeting.  
 
Ayes:  All – 6 
Absent: Mayor Walby 
 
2. PROCLAMATIONS & PRESENTATIONS 
 

a. Proclamation in honor of St. Margaret of Scotland - 60th Anniversary 
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Caron presented Fr. Ronald DeHondt with the following proclamation:  
 

PROCLAMATION TO 
ST. MARGARET of SCOTLAND PARISH 

60th ANNIVERSARY 
 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the City of St. Clair Shores wish to acknowledge and honor St. Margaret 
of Scotland Roman Catholic Church, founded by Fr. Lawrence Hamel, June 6, 1956, for celebrating 60 years 
of service; and 
 
WHEREAS, under the leadership of its current pastor, Fr. Ronald DeHondt and his illustrious predecessors, St. 
Margaret Church has met the spiritual needs and other needs of as many as 2,600 families per year, serving 
the broader St. Clair Shores community for 60 years, and operated in its early years an elementary school which 
graduated 1,250 children; and 
 
WHEREAS, St. Margaret Church has extended its resources to the entire community through cooperative 
programs with the Macomb County Health Department and the St. Clair Shores Adult Education and Parks & 
Recreation Departments, and has offered its facilities for two City voting precincts as well as many other 
community activities and events; and 
 
WHEREAS, St. Margaret Church has dedicated its many human and physical resources to people who are 
homeless, hungry, or in need, without regard to race, color or creed through the MCWARM, the MCREST, and 
the St. Vincent DePaul Programs; where the McWarm Program itself served over 32,000 meals to the homeless 
last year, which has helped to give real meaning to the parish mission of “Welcome Home”; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the City of St. Clair Shores, on behalf of 
all our residents, extend our sincere congratulations to St. Margaret of Scotland Roman Catholic Church, the 
priests, deacons, ministers, and the parishioners on the occasion of its 60th ANNIVERSARY, and offer thanks for 
their many contributions and services to our community, and wish the parish many years of continuing prayer 
and service. 

Presented this 19th day of September 2016. 
 
Fr. DeHondt thanked the community and Council.   
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Agenda Item 2 (cont’d) 
 

b. Presentation from SCOTS Board to the Special Needs Program  
 
Sue Zanoni and the SCOTS Board members presented $5,870 to the special needs program. 
 
Mr. Esler thanked the SCOTS Board and funds are greatly appreciated as there is a tremendous need for the 
special needs program.  It’s an expensive program and we’ve tried to keep the cost down.  The SCOTS Board 
came up with the idea to have a raffle and raised $5,870.  He thanked the group.  They’ve also done so much for 
the senior center.  
 
Mr. Esler introduced Carly Podzikowski, the new Senior Center Coordinator.  
 
Ms. Podzikowski thanked the SCOTS Board for their hard work.  
 
Mr. Smith mentioned that they made 1,200 pies for their annual apple pie sale.   
 
Ms. Podzikowski said they have a few left and they have apple pie packets for sale.  
 

c. Beautification Awards 
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Caron acknowledged all the hard work that the Beautification Commission does.  He named the 
members that were in attendance; Lil Claycomb, Lee Bertolo, Denise Pecherski, John Lange, Joe Kosiara, Mary 
Keckhut, and Joe Claycomb who volunteers and helps the Commission.  
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Caron said the Beautification Commission maintains the areas by the welcome signs and they also 
maintain the pots around city hall.  He thanked the several businesses that help us out every year, such as, 
Soulliere Landscaping, Hall’s Nursery, Landscape Services, Home Depot, Tom Maceri and Son, and First State 
Bank.  He thanked Mary Jane D’Herde, Mary Kotowski, Greg Esler, and their staffs for their help.  He thanked all 
the businesses, staff, and volunteers.   
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Caron presented the following proclamation to Robert and Carolyn Michielutti, 23317 Clairwood: 

 
PROCLAMATION 2016 BEAUTIFICATION AWARD 

ROBERT AND CAROLYN MICHIELUTTI 
 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the City of St. Clair Shores deem it fitting and proper to publicly recognize 
the outstanding efforts made by individuals in helping to beautify our neighborhoods and maintain the image of our 
City; and 
 
WHEREAS, ROBERT AND CAROLYN MICHIELUTTI, 23317 Clairwood, have displayed community spirit and a 
willingness to enhance the beauty of their property, which demonstrates a strong sense of civic pride; 
 

 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the City of St. Clair Shores, on behalf of our 
citizens, deem it an honor and pleasure to extend our congratulations to ROBERT AND CAROLYN MICHIELUTTI 
on receiving the 2016 Beautification Award. 
 

Presented this 19th day of September 2016. 
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Agenda Item 2 (c) (cont’d) 
 

PROCLAMATION 2016 BEAUTIFICATION AWARD 
ANTHONY NOWAK 

 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the City of St. Clair Shores deem it fitting and proper to publicly recognize 
the outstanding efforts made by individuals in helping to beautify our neighborhoods and maintain the image of our 
City; and 
 
WHEREAS, ANTHONY NOWAK, 27930 Larchmont, has displayed community spirit and a willingness to enhance 
the beauty of his property, which demonstrates a strong sense of civic pride; 
 

 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the City of St. Clair Shores, on behalf of our 
citizens, deem it an honor and pleasure to extend our congratulations to ANTHONY NOWAK on receiving the 2016 
Beautification Award. 
 

Presented this 19th day of September 2016. 
 

PROCLAMATION 2016 BEAUTIFICATION AWARD 
DAVID McCAULLEY 

 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the City of St. Clair Shores deem it fitting and proper to publicly recognize 
the outstanding efforts made by individuals in helping to beautify our neighborhoods and maintain the image of our 
City; and 
 
WHEREAS, DAVID McCAULLEY, 23613 Glenbrook, has displayed community spirit and a willingness to 
enhance the beauty of his property, which demonstrates a strong sense of civic pride; 
 

 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the City of St. Clair Shores, on behalf of our 
citizens, deem it an honor and pleasure to extend our congratulations to DAVID McCAULLEY on receiving the 
2016 Beautification Award. 
 

Presented this 19th day of September 2016. 
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PROCLAMATION 2016 BEAUTIFICATION AWARD 
ST. JOHN MEDICAL CENTER 

 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the City of St. Clair Shores deem it fitting and proper to publicly recognize 
the outstanding efforts made by commercial businesses in helping to beautify our neighborhoods and maintain the 
image of our City; and 
 
WHEREAS, ST. JOHN MEDICAL CENTER, 21000 12 Mile Road, has displayed community spirit and a 
willingness to enhance the beauty of its property which demonstrates a strong sense of civic pride; 
 

 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the City of St. Clair Shores, on behalf of our 
citizens, deem it an honor and pleasure to extend our congratulations to ST. JOHN MEDICAL CENTER on 
receiving the 2016 Beautification Award. 

 
Presented this 19th day of September 2016. 

 
PROCLAMATION 2016 BEAUTIFICATION AWARD 

BUFFALO WILD WINGS 
 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the City of St. Clair Shores deem it fitting and proper to publicly recognize 
the outstanding efforts made by commercial businesses in helping to beautify our neighborhoods and maintain the 
image of our City; and 
 
WHEREAS, BUFFALO WILD WINGS, 23117 Harper, has displayed community spirit and a willingness to 
enhance the beauty of its property which demonstrates a strong sense of civic pride; 
 

 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the City of St. Clair Shores, on behalf of our 
citizens, deem it an honor and pleasure to extend our congratulations to BUFFALO WILD WINGS on receiving the 
2016 Beautification Award. 
 

Presented this 19th day of September 2016. 
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PROCLAMATION 2016 BEAUTIFICATION AWARD 
WINDWOOD POINTE CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION 

 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the City of St. Clair Shores deem it fitting and proper to publicly recognize 
the outstanding efforts made by commercial businesses in helping to beautify our neighborhoods and maintain the 
image of our City; and 
 
WHEREAS, WINDWOOD POINTE CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION has displayed community spirit and a 
willingness to enhance the beauty of its property which demonstrates a strong sense of civic pride; 
 

 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the City of St. Clair Shores, on behalf of our 
citizens, deem it an honor and pleasure to extend our congratulations to WINDWOOD POINTE CONDOMINIUM 
ASSOCIATION on receiving the 2016 Beautification Award. 
 

Presented this 19th day of September 2016. 
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Caron presented the three 10 Year Business Awards as follows: 

 
The Beautification Commission of the City of St. Clair Shores wishes to present 

 
HALL’S NURSERY   

with the Ten-Year Award 
 

To honor the Continuous Excellence of Outstanding Landscape Beautification and 
 Building Maintenance of 24300 Harper Avenue 

 

 
 

Presented this 19th day of September 2016. 
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Mayor Pro-Tem Caron presented the following proclamation to Steinberg Associates, 29404 Harper Avenue: 

 
The Beautification Commission of the City of St. Clair Shores wishes to present 

 
STEINBERG ASSOCIATES 

 
With the Ten-Year Award 

To honor the Continuous Excellence of Outstanding Landscape Beautification and 
Building Maintenance of 29404 Harper Avenue 

 

 
 

Presented this 19th day of September 2016 
 
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Caron presented the following proclamation to Gilbert’s Lodge, 22335 Harper Avenue:  
 

The Beautification Commission of the City of St. Clair Shores wishes to present 
 

GILBERT’S LODGE 
 

With the Ten-Year Award 
To honor the Continuous Excellence of Outstanding Landscape Beautification and 

Building Maintenance of 22335 Harper Avenue 
 

 
 

Presented this 19th day of September 2016. 
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3. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION ON AGENDA ITEMS (2 MINUTE TIME LIMIT)  
 
Jim Goodfellow, St. Clair Shores Resident, spoke on items 6 & 8.  He said that Mike’s on the Water has been here 
for many years and he hopes that his request is approved. He hopes that Council approves the addition to the 
Police Department.  He asked for a correction to the Planning Commission minutes.  
 
Scott Dodich, St. Clair Shores Resident, spoke on item 6.  He said Mike has done a lot of good things for the City 
over the years and he highly recommends that the addition be approved.    
 
4. REQUEST FOR A TRANSFER OF INTEREST IN AN ON PREMISE CLASS C LIQUOR LICENSE FOR 

BROWNIE’S ON THE LAKE, LLC, 24214 JEFFERSON 
 
City Ordinance requires the City Clerk to place on a Council Agenda, the request for approval of an On Premise 
Class C Liquor license within 60 days of filing the documents in her office. Their application was filed on August 24, 
2016.  
 
City Departments Review – The Departments have reviewed the location, and there are no outstanding items.  
 
Under the newer Michigan LCC rules, they do not need local legislative approval for the state to approve this 
transfer, but our City Ordinance requires an application and approval by City Council.  
 
They have completed the City’s application as required by ordinance, provided necessary documents and included 
the $2500 application fee under the City’s Liquor License Ordinance. 
 
Ms. Allen said they filed everything that the City has requested.  She explained the transfer of ownership.  
 
Mr. Rubino welcomed Mr. Lozon.  
 
Moved by Council Member Rubino, supported by Council Member Rusie to approve the Application from 
Brownie’s on the Lake, LLC, for an additional owner added to their Class C licensed business, located at 
24214 Jefferson, St. Clair Shores, MI 48080, Macomb County; approved by the adoption of the following 
resolution: 

 
BE IT RESOLVED that the application from Brownie’s on the Lake, LLC for an addition of 
ownership interest in an On Premise Class C Liquor licensed business, located at 24214 
Jefferson, that it is the consensus of this body, that this application be approved in 
compliance with City Ordinance 19.650.  

 
Ayes:  All – 6 
Absent: Mayor Walby 
 
5. REQUEST FOR NEW CLASS C ON-PREMISE LIQUOR LICENSE FOR DETROIT’S FINEST II, INC. AT 

25801 JEFFERSON  
 
The petitioner was not present.   Mr. Smith asked Ms. Kotowski if the petitioner was notified and her response was 
they were notified of the meeting and that they be present.  
 
Moved by Council Member Rubino, supported by Council Member Rusie to Table the request from Detroit’s 
Finest II, Inc. for a new Class C License to be located at 25801 Jefferson, St. Clair Shores, Macomb County, 
Michigan 48081, based on the lack of appearance by the petitioner or representative to the next regular 
council meeting.   
 
Ayes:  All – 6 
Absent: Mayor Walby 
 
6. PLANNING CASE PPC160014 REQUEST FOR SITE PLAN APPROVAL AT 24530 JEFFERSON FOR A 

SECOND STORY ADDITION AT MIKE’S ON THE WATER, REPRESENTED BY MIKE LEFEVRE. 
 
The applicant is requesting Site Plan Approval to add two second story decks to the existing restaurant.  The 
primary deck will be located above the existing outdoor dining area, and it is proposed to be 1,350 square feet.  
The secondary deck is proposed to be 382.25 square feet and accessible from the mezzanine level of the banquet 
facility only.  The plan indicates that the decks will be constructed of pressure treated wood.   
 
The petitioner received site plan approval in 2015 to enlarge the existing kitchen to handle higher volumes of 
patrons in the evenings and on weekends and renovate the interior of the old custom boat canvas building to 
accommodate a banquet facility, a mezzanine level, and 9 hole indoor mini-golf course.  The first phase of the  
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Agenda Item 6 (cont’d) 
 
project to expand the kitchen was completed in the spring of 2016, and the second phase of the project would be to 
complete the indoor mini-golf course by the spring of 2017.   
 
The 2015 site plan approval detailed adding windows and flower boxes to the north, east, and west side of the old 
canvas repair building as well as interior modifications.  The 2015 site plan approval also detailed parking 
additional cars in the large dry dock storage building to the west of the restaurant parking lot.  The applicant has 
indicated that the hours and dates of operation of the new deck are the same as the restaurant.  They will both be 
closed during the winter months. 
 
Mr. Lefevre thanked everyone.  He said it has been almost six years since he came here with the dream and now 
after six seasons his business is good, exciting, and thriving.  He thanked the City and the community.  He wants to 
add a deck over the existing bar for a great view of the lake.  He also wants a proposed deck off the banquet 
center.  He is looking for approval.  He has a note for additional parking.  He believes that he can make this more 
than a St. Clair Shores attraction and draw more attention.  He is closing October 30th for the season.    
 
Mr. Rubino asked about the shape of the bar.  He thought it was going to be a different shape.   
 
Mr. Vitale thinks the decks are a great idea.   
 
Mr. Lefevre said he increased the size of the kitchen and it has worked out well.  
 
Moved by Council Member Frederick, supported by Council Member Rubino to approve the site plan 
Planning Case PPC160014 for a second story deck at Mike’s On The Water, 24530 Jefferson with the 
following conditions; any exterior lighting shall be submitted for review and shielded from all residential 
areas, landscape planter boxes are required to be placed under the windows of the North and West 
elevation of the building, mechanical equipment, whether placed at grade or on the roof of the structure, 
must be screened on all visible sides, and a 31 parking space variance will be required from the ZBA, as 
recommended by the City Manager.  
 
Ayes:  All – 6 
Absent: Mayor Walby 
 
7. Request to allow boat storage and boat sales at 24450 Jefferson within the Central Lakefront 

Development District as requested by Scott Hossack of Hossack Marine 
 
The Central Lakefront Development District allows for an array of uses within the zoning class; however, if a 
property owner proposes a land use that is not expressly listed as permitted, then the City Council has the authority 
to determine if the proposed land use is appropriate and allowable.  
 
City Council has the authority to grant the type of use within the district but does not have the authority to grant 
approval to many of the other portions of the business plan.  The property owner is aware that additional approvals 
from the Planning Commission, Zoning Board of Appeals and Sign Arbitration Board may be necessary to fully 
implement the business plan. 
 
Additionally, the petitioner is seeking approval for the placement of a water spigot to wash boats and a new 
electrical meter to light the parking lot and charge boat batteries. 
 
Mrs. Koto said the one thing that is not listed is boat storage and outdoors sales.  The petitioner did not go to the 
Planning Commission.  They are before Council for the use only and then he would go to the proper bodies for 
approval.  
 
Mr. Hossack said this property has been vacant for many years.  He is a boat salesman and he has the need to 
store and sell boats.  It would be about 22 to 28 boats depending on the size.  They will be on cinder blocks and 
professional boat stands.  
 
Mr. Rubino asked if he will be putting up decks for viewing the boats.  
 
Mr. Hossack replied in the future.  It won’t be a permanent structure, but it would allow people to walk easily onto 
the boat.  
 
Mr. Vitale said there’s one issue that we don’t normally allow businesses to do is to put flags like how he wants to 
do along Jefferson.  He asked if the boats will have sale signs on them.  
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Mr. Hossack said he didn’t know that and he will not have flags.  He showed a picture of the sale signs that would 
be on the boats.  
 
Mr. Frederick asked about the ingress off Jefferson and if there will be some sort of drive through.   
 
Mr. Hossack said yes he will have it so you can drive through.  
 
Ms. Rusie suggested that the ordinance be looked into to avoid this issue in the future.  She mentioned that the 
proposed motion includes the placement of the water spigot and electrical meter.  
 
Moved by Council Member Frederick, supported by Council Member Rubino to approve the request to 
allow boat storage and boat sales as well as the placement of a water spigot and electrical meter at 24450 
Jefferson within the Central Lakefront District, as recommended by the City Manager.  
 
Ayes:  All – 6 
Absent: Mayor Walby 
 
8. PLANNING CASE PPC 160018 AND 160018A AT 27665 JEFFERSON 
 

a. Planning Case PPC160018 request for Special Land Use at 27665 Jefferson for a single story 
garage addition at the St. Clair Shores Police Department, represented by Erik Heiderer of 
Polyarch.  

 
Mr. Heiderer explained that the request is for Special Land Use and Site Plan approval to allow the expansion of 
the St. Clair Shores Police Department.  The property is zoned Single Family Residential, and all public service 
uses of residentially-zoned land require Special Use Approval prior to site plan approval. 
 
Chief Woodcox said they are requesting a 540 square foot addition to the garage.  The second garage will house 
the canine kennels, two freezers, and general items such as household equipment (ladders, shovels, anti-freeze, 
rock salt, and other items typically found in a residential garage) that are currently being stored in the existing 
garage.  Additionally, the existing evidence storage area will be expanded, walled-off, and climate controlled.  The 
items described above are currently stored in the existing garage, which is where prisoners are transported from 
the vehicle to the holding cell within the building.  By expanding the storage space, those items that are currently 
obtainable by a prisoner as he/she walks through the garage will be moved to the second garage.  The existing 
garage will be more secure with the removal of these items. 
 
Moved by Council Member Rubino, supported by Council Member Frederick to approve Planning Case 
PPC160018 request for Special Land Use approval for a single story garage addition at the St. Clair Shores 
Police Department at 27665 Jefferson, as recommended by the City Manager.  
 
Ayes:  All – 6 
Absent: Mayor Walby 
 

b. Planning Case PPC160018A, Request for site plan approval at 27665 Jefferson for a single story 
garage addition at the St. Clair Shores Police Department, represented by Erik Heiderer of 
Polyarch 

 
Ms. Rusie asked how this will be funded.  
 
Chief Woodcox said the cost is approximately $100,000 and is 100% funded by the drug forfeiture money.  
 
Ms. Rusie asked how the architect was obtained.   
 
Lt. Pietrzak said in 2012 the Chief at the time had plans drawn up, but then it was put on hold.  The plans had been 
sitting in storage for 4 years.  They went back to it because they had already had the plans and it was $300 to $400 
for the plans to be drawn up.   
 
Lt. Pietrzak said they have freezers to store certain items and when they pull a scout car in there they can barely 
open the door without hitting something.  Currently they keep the stray animals in there and there is no ventilation 
in there.  They have evidentiary items that need to be behind solid walls and the temperature maintained.   
 
Mr. Smith said it is not safe for the Police Officers or the public to have the detainees walking so closely.  
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Mr. Vitale asked if this building will have a flat roof.  He asked what kind of warranty the roof will have.  He asked 
about it having a pitched roof.  He suggested exploring options.  
 
Mr. Heiderer said it will match the current roof.  The warranty will depend of the material.  There is a possibility to 
change to a pitched roof.   
 
Mr. Smith asked Mrs. Koto if it would be possible to change the roof pitch. Mrs. Koto said yes.  
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Caron said City officials and CDI are involved to make sure it is done correctly.  Mr. Smith said 
yes.  
 
Moved by Council Member Frederick, supported by Council Member Accica to approve the Planning Case 
PPC160018A site plan approval for a single story garage addition at the St. Clair Shores Police Department 
at 27665 Jefferson, represented by Erik Heiderer of Polyarch as recommended by the City Manager.   
 
Ayes:  All – 6 
Absent: Mayor Walby 
 
9. BIDS/CONTRACTS/PURCHASE ORDERS 

 
a. REQUEST TO AWARD BID FOR CONSTRUCTION SERVICES FOR SENIOR ACTIVITY 

CENTER RENOVATION AND EXPANSION.  BIDS OPENED 09/08/2016 (postponed to the 
10/3/16 Meeting) 

 
b. Golf Cart Lease (postponed to the 10/3/16 Meeting) 

 
c. Purchase Mower for Golf Course using State of Michigan Contract (postponed to the 

10/3/16 Meeting) 
 

d. Purchase Trencher for Golf Course using National IPA Contract (postponed to the 10/3/16 
Meeting) 

 
10. CONSENT AGENDA – All items listed on the consent agenda are considered to be routine and will be 

enacted by one motion and approved by a vote of City Council.  There will be no separate discussion of the 
items unless the Mayor and or a Council Member so requests, in which event the item will be removed from 
the general order of business and considered under the last item of the Consent Agenda. 

 
Moved by Council Member Frederick, supported by Council Member Rusie to approve the Consent Agenda 
Items a – e, which include the following:  

 
a. Bills  
 

September 8, 2016        $26,150,173.48
    

Resolved to approve the release of checks in the amount of $26,150,173.48 for services rendered, of the 
report that is 19 pages in length, and of the grand total amount of $26,150,173.48, $24,979,742.58 went to 
other taxing authorities. 

 
b. Fees  

Resolved that the following Fees be approved as presented: 
 

Ihrie O’Brien        $  12,542.18 
Kirk, Huth, Lange & Badalamenti      $       450.00 

c. Progress Payments   
 

Resolved that the following Progress Payments be approved as presented: 
 

A D J Excavating        $230,342.28 
Cipparrone Contracting, Inc.       $172,223.67 
Cipparrone Contracting, Inc.       $214,640.66 
Doetsch Industrial Services       $  61,882.25 
Fontana Construction       $209,948.40 
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d. Approval of Minutes - None 

 
e. Receive & File Boards, Commissions & Committee Minutes  

 
Resolved that the following minutes be received and filed: 

 
Minutes Meeting Date   

 
 Building/Property Maintenance Board of Appeals August 9, 2016  
   Dog Park Committee  August 4, 2016  
 Historical Commission  August 2, 2016  
 Planning Commission  August 23, 2016  
 Water Resources Advisory Board  August 2, 2016   
 
Ayes:  All – 6 
Absent: Mayor Walby 
 
11. UPDATES AND FOLLOW-UPS FROM COUNCIL MEETING   
 
North Fire Station Roof - Mr. Smith said the option of a metal roof is being explored by the engineering firm.  It 
has a minimum pitch required for a roof.  The specifications will be out if they are not out already this week.  He 
said what we found is that it is not good to put holes in the roof for antennas.  We did have the contractor go out 
and do patching on that roof and they have not had any issues with it the last few rains.   
 
Ice Arena – Mr. Smith said the new unit is in.  They have it up and running.  According to Gina Rheaume it’s the 
first time that we are not pushing a 10 degree drop with the temperatures of the coolant going in and out.  The ice 
is up and running and it looks very good.  The locker rooms are primed inside and outside.  We are all very excited 
about pro hockey.  
 
Sewer Backup Discussion – Mr. Smith said as of September 16th we have camera’d and cleared over 4,000 linear 
feet.  He said in some of the residents’ sewer leads the roots don’t just stop there.  We have over 260 mile and it’s 
a good start.  
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Caron added that DPW/AEW were focusing the tving the six problem areas that we are looking at.  
 
Mr. Smith said we are working on getting a good overall picture of the area in south end.  We are finding some 
things and hopefully we can get those issues resolved.  
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Caron asked about Code Enforcement trying to resolve issues with gutters that run directly into the 
storm drains.  
 
Mr. Smith said we are still working on a plan.  That same area has had rodent issues and we are trying to address 
that as well.  
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Caron mentioned a property that has a large roof that has spouts directly against the building going 
into the storm drains.  
 
Mr. Smith said it looks like we will make minor modifications regarding email submissions for bids.  
 
Report from Rizzo on missed pickups – Mr. Smith said we are waiting for the finalized document from them.  
 
Former Linda’s Place site – Mr. Smith said we are still waiting to have issues resolved.  
 
TIP Project – Mr. Smith said it should be done this week.  
 
Legal Opinion on Solicitation at City Intersections – The City Attorney will give to the City Manager this week.  
 
Stephens Demo Contractor/Subcontractor – Mr. Smith said he will get an answer to Council.  
 
Mr. Smith gave a follow up on two residents that spoke at the end of the last Council meeting.  He said one issue 
has been resolved.  We are working with one to get all the issues resolved.  
 
Mr. Vitale asked about the issue at Linda’s Place.  One issue he raised is the plastic is blowing off the windows and 
creating litter.  
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Mr. Smith asked Mr. Ihrie what we can do about that.  
 
Mr. Ihrie said after last meeting they contacted the realtor and the realtor committed to resolving all the issues.   
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Caron asked who is the owner or legal representative.  He asked what if it is not complied with.  
 
Mr. Vitale suggested that it needs to be put into writing, so we can build a legal case.  
 
Mr. Smith said we will find out who the legal representative is.  
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Caron asked if we will have a status by the end of this week.  
 
Mr. Smith replied yes.  
 
Mr. Vitale asked about DPW filling in the potholes in the parking lot at Linda’s Place and charging them.  
 
12. COMMENTS BY INDIVIDUAL COUNCILPERSONS 
 
Council Member Rusie announced that the St. Clair Shores Community Chorus is looking for new members.  She 
thanked the Ardmore Park Elementary and Waterfront Environmental Committee volunteers for doing the storm 
drain stenciling project throughout the City.  The little kids helped with door hangers and cleaning up.  She thanked 
the Ardmore Park Elementary kids and the Waterfront Environmental Committee.  
 
Ms. Rusie wished Mr. Rubino a Happy 50th Birthday.  
 
Ms. Rusie said a resident came up and asked for a correction of minutes.  She said the minutes can only be 
corrected at the committee level and Council cannot make the corrections.  
 
Council Member Rubino said that he believes that he talked to the same resident that Mr. Smith did about 
rodents in their area.  He said the residents brought up that we should send a notice to the residents in the area to 
make them aware.  
 
Mr. Rubino congratulated the Lakeview public schools for testing in the top 5 in all subjects in all grades.  He said 
good quality schools will do more for the values of homes.  He said for Lakeview public schools to keep up the 
good work.  
 
Mr. Rubino gave condolences to the family of Sgt. Steils who was shot and died from complications.  He was a St. 
Clair Shores resident and his kids attended school in St. Clair Shores.  
 
Council Member Frederick congratulated the new superintendent of South Lake.  He made announcements for 
the South Lake football team.  He said the art fair was wet on Saturday, but had a good turn out on Sunday.  He 
thanked the residents for attending on Sunday.  He thanked everyone who attended the Wigs for Kids Gala.  It was 
the most attended Wigs for Kids Gala in history.  He congratulated St. Germaine on having a good fair.  He 
congratulated St. Margaret of Scotland on their 60th anniversary.  He received a call yesterday from a resident 
thanking the Fire Department.  He announced the Fire Department open house at the Central Fire Station on 
October 9th from 12 p.m. to 3 p.m.  He announced the Optimist Club Fundraiser.  He made Library announcements.   
 
Council Member Vitale asked if the RFP is out for the Fire Department roof.  
 
Mr. Smith said by the end of the week.  
 
Mr. Vitale said he was out of state on business and was flying back in from Phoenix when a lady noticed his Harper 
Cruise shirt he was wearing.  She said she was Roy O’Brien’s granddaughter and she grew up here and was 
visiting family.  
 
Council Member Accica said he went to the Veteran’s car show and it was a beautiful car show with a lot of 
people.  He said the bathrooms are coming along and the outside is finished.  They are working on finishing up the 
inside.   
 
Mr. Accica announced that his son is getting married Saturday.  
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13. CITY MANAGER’S REPORT  
 
Mr. Smith said sadly this Sunday is the last Farmers Market of the season.  He announced the Bootleggers Festival 
on October 1st.  He said he will talk about the Shorestoberfest at the next meeting.   
 
Mr. Smith said we are currently accepting applications for police officers.  
 
Mr. Frederick asked about the police officer openings.  
 
Chief Woodcox said they will hit every academy in the state.  He said we’ve been hiring as soon as we can.  
 
Mr. Vitale asked about someone in criminal justice.  
 
Chief Woodcox said they need to be enrolled in a certificate program.  He explained that 22 years ago we stopped 
sponsoring individuals going into the academy.  We’ve gotten away from that years ago.  If we don’t get enough 
people we may have to look at sending people to the academy again.  
 
14. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION (5 MINUTE TIME LIMIT)  
 
Karl Schwarzwalder and Dave Rubello were present to announce the Activity Committee Halloween Event.  Mr. 
Schwarzwalder said the Halloween Event is on Sunday, October 30th from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. at Veteran’s Memorial 
Park.  There will be candy, kiddie rides, hay rides, a petting zoo, cinder, and donuts.  There will be hotdogs and 
pop for sale.  Admission is $2 presale for St. Clair Shores residents and others will be $3 and it will be $3 at the 
gate for everyone.  There is no rain date.  Louis Asher stepped up as a great sponsor.  We are looking for 
businesses, committees, groups, or individuals to be vendors.  We normally have 3,000 to 4,000 kids come through 
the park.  It’s a good way to advertise.  For further information contact the Parks and Recreation Department.  
 
Scott Dodich thanked Chief Woodcox for the additional pontrol at Wahby Park.  It has been better.  They will fix the 
fence if they see it come down.  
 
15. MAYOR’S COMMENTS  
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Caron announced the last Farmers Market, the upcoming event at Colony Marine, and the 
upcoming Halloween Event.  
 
16. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Moved by Council Member Frederick, supported by Council Member Rusie to adjourn at 8:45 p.m. 
 
Ayes:  All – 6 
Absent: Mayor Walby 
 
 
 
 
________________________________________  _____________________________________ 
KIP C. WALBY, MAYOR      MARY A. KOTOWSKI, CITY CLERK 
 
(THE PRECEDING MINUTES ARE A SYNOPSIS OF A CITY COUNCIL MEETING AND DO NOT REPRESENT A 
VERBATIM RECORD). 
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