
Agenda
St Clair Shores City Council Study Session Meeting

Monday March 14 2016 at 700 pm
Municipal Building 27600 Jefferson Circle Drive St Clair Shores MI 48081

586 4473303

The agenda will be as follows

1 Call to Order and Roll Call

2 Audience Participation on agenda items 2 minute time limit
Submit form to City Clerk prior to start of meeting

3 Minor League Hockey at Civic Arena

4 Discuss LED lights on businesses

5 Audience Participation 5 minute time limit The Views and Opinions Expressed
Under Audience Participation are those ofthe Individual Citizen Only andDo Not

Necessarily Represent the Views and Opinions of the Mayor City Council or Administration

ofthe City of St Clair Shores

6 Adjournment

Individuals with disabilities or impairments who plan to attend this meeting need to contact the

City Clerksoffice at 586 4473303 or via Michigan Relay Center at 800 6493777 771 from

TTY if auxiliary aides or services are needed Anyone requesting items to be placed on the

agenda must submit the request in writing to the City Clerk 12 days prior to the meeting

Published392016
Posted March 4 2016



To Mayor Walby and City Council Members

From Gina Rheaume RecreationSports Manager

CC Mike Smith City Manager
Greg Esler Parks and Recreation Director

Date March 11 2016

Re Study SessionMinor League Hockey at Civic Arena

We are seeking approval to bring a Federal Hockey SemiProTeam to the City of St Clair Shores and

Civic Arena for the 20162017 hockey season The logistics of game times practices and off ice needs

can be met with no displacement ofcurrent renters As outlined games would be played at Civic Arena

on Sunday afternoons at430pmand Friday evenings at730pm Game ice times will be played on

sheets that St Clair Shores Hockey was negotiating to return to the arena as nonusable therefore the

purchase of this ice time will not generate new revenue Practice times have been outlined on ice that

is not currently being used This will result in additional new revenue of approximately 25000
annually The team is seeking a five year agreement to establish themselves within the community in

addition the St Clair Shores Hockey Association has agreed to purchase an additional 27000 annually
of spring ice that will generate revenue that has previously not been used for spring for the 2016 and

2017 seasons

The team is in need of a dedicated locker room to leave their equipment on site beer sales to generate

ticket sales hardwired Internet to stream games live and for video review The fitness room will be

used for officeconditioning during morning practices in exchange for fitness equipment upgrades or a

nominal fee

In an effort to accomplish the above requests we are proposing the following plan of action

St Clair Shores Hockey Association is presenting a24700000 locker room plan that will build out four

locker rooms in the west side ofthe Gardens Arena The hockey association will currently commit

19700000 to the project immediately breaking ground with completion date September 1 2016

Further the St Clair Shores Hockey Association is requesting a reduced hourly rate for spring ice

sessions in 2016 and 2017 in the amount of25000 each year Federal Expansion Team agrees to

partner on this project in the amount of5000025000 in 2016 and 2017 in exchange for ice time

The City ofSt Clair Shores will purchase project materials in a sum of50000 through the normal

purchasing policy

The St Clair Shores Concession Company is seeking a joint liquor license with the City ofSt Clair Shores

for 36 Federal Hockey home games and up to 10 special events where the participants on the ice are

over the age of 18 These would include restricted special events approved by the City Manager and

the Recreation Sports Manager such events might include a Red Wing Alumni game and or future

events to be planned at the St Clair Shores Civic Arena

The enclosed packet is filled with information pertinent to bringing the Federal Hockey Team to the City
of St Clair Shores with the probability ofenjoyable fair priced family entertainment and allows for

much needed improvements that will last for future generations



Federal Hockey League
20162017

at

St Clair Shores Civic Arena



Federal semiproteam to SCS Civic Arena September 20162017
Federal HockeyCom Schedules media sponsors and information

Expansion Franchise granted to move to SCS contingent on agreement
Current League in operation 6 years8teams will be in division with SCS

Danville DashersIL

Port Huron ProwlersMI

Berlin River DriversNH

Danbury TitansCT

Watertown WolvesNY

Dayton DemolitionOH

Brewster BulldogsNY
TBDStClair ShoresMI

Discussions on Naming within the community
Brandon Contratta Associate Head Coach General Manager
Dave DebolAssocateHead Coach Team President

Mike Kolarik Recruiter and LLC Franchise Holder
Ken Thomas Director of3 Junior A TeamsGMHLJr A Tier 11

Greater Metro Hockey League Jr A Tier II Teams Already under Ownership of the above group

Parry Sound Islanders

Seguin Huskies

Kingsville Kings
67 Call Ups to the NHL from these programs

Average ticket price1012
Average attendance 320400 to break even

Brewster lowest attendance at 300

Port Huron attendance at 920

Dayton attendance at 980

35years to gain and maintain a fan based contract discussions 5 years

Local Players drafted to increase fan base and attendance

Local Players will be housed in St Clair Shores

18 players on the roster

Marketing Plan

Sr Night High School Night Pay what you Can Night PoliceFire Night
Armed Forces Night SCS Youth Hockey Night etc

350000 brought into the community infoodshopping in 2736home games

Commitment from SCSHA Youth Hockey to partner with team

Team will do free summer camp SkatewSanta and public sessions



Needs

27 Home games Friday730 or8OOpm and Sunday430pm Available

3 hour game block @ prime hourly rate 205
1 12 hour daily block approx gam1030am34days weekly MonThursnonprime available 14000
Weight Training Space Video Review and ffice Space made available at their ice times

Fee based off ice training andorequipment based purchasing
Gate Fees belong to the team advertising with SCSHA75City75 SCSHA

Team advertising dasher program and sponsorship 75City75 SCSHA

Merchandise inside game day sales establishedPro Shop availability daily
Team to provide minimum1000000 coinsured policy and indemnify City of SCS

Team to provide security on game datesSCSHA to provide security on special events

Established no concession food fees will be included

Shores Concession Company will sell alcohol as well as food products

Must Have to pursue

League was granted franchise given two weeks for arenacommitment

Streaming Internet to televise live games

St Clair Shores Concession Company seeking liquor license for 36 home games and Special Events

Beer Sales Game Days 5050 split with 501c3 nonprofit
Locker Room4Walls and they will outfit stalls and walls

Arena Positives with new revenues

Free Agent Skates May June and August 16 hours minimum ThursdaySaturday 48 Hours x 190 9120
Practice Ice 34x weekly gam1030am 140 66 Sessions x 1409240
Game Ice 27 League Games x 3 hour x 205 27 Games x 615 16605
Game Ice 9 Playoff Games x 3 hour x 205 9 Games x 6155535

NEW Revenue 25000 Total Revenue 40500

Players housed in St Clair Shores unless someone lives within driving distance

SCS Hockey Association and SCS Figure Skating Club cannot use the majority of ice they will utilize

The Federal team will skate difficult ice times to sell and help increase interest in SCS events like Learn to Skate
Public Skate Youth Hockey and Adult Hockey
Family Entertainment Friday night and Sunday similar to a theater at a fair family value vs a Red Wings game

Minor League Semi Pro teams understand the importance of being tied to a city rink and youth hockey association

The team is willing to invest time into building those relationships with youth hockey
This specific group has a proven product in three towns with the Junior A teams the group already owns

The players will patronize local business banking grocery stores gas and restaurants

Local business should also see an increase from visiting teams attendees and out of town guests on weekends

Federal Hockey League City Council Study Session Information 20162017



irectory Federal Hockey League Pointstreak Sites

Directory
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Bertin River Drivers

15 HillsideAve

Bertin NH 03570

603 7524900

infodverddvershoGceycom
Website

RECENT HEADLINES

Tyler Gjurich Named Pro Hockey News Player

Roster of the Month

Tickets

Facebook Donovan Named Pro Hockey News Goaltender

Twitter of the Month

Brewster BWldogs Roster

63 Fields Lane
Tickets

Brewster NY 10509 Facebook

845 3020077
Twitter

infobrewsterbulldogsprohockeycorn
Website

p Danbury Tdans Roster
R

1 Independence Way
Tickets

Danbury CT06810 Facebook

2039422003
Twitter

infodanburyiitanscom
Website

i

r
J

Danville Dashers

100 WMain Si

Danville IL61832

2174742511

infodanvilledasherscom

Website

Dayton Demolhion

1D01 Shiloh Springs Rd

Dayton Ohio 45415

9379859143

infoQdemditionhodceycom
Website

PoR Huron Prowlers

701 McMOrran Blvd

Port HuronMI 48060

81096E0396

infoporthuronhockeycom
Website

Roster

Tickets

Facebook

Twitter

Roster

Tickets

Facebook

Twitter

Roster

Tickets

Facebook
Twitter

Scorcia Named Pro Hockey News Rookie of the

Mornn

Danbury Tdans Acquire Henderson from Dayton

Daytons Vanwynsberghe Named Sonsof

Hockey Star of the Week

Dashers Fallto Demolition in Weekend Finally

AlexVaaenoFams Return to Reading

Dashers Survive LateSurge by Demolition

Turgeon Gets Calito Evansville

McGrath Shines in Win Over River Drivers



t

LEAGUE ATTENANCE

TEAM YESTERDAY TOTAL Games AVERAGE

Danville 25599 24 1066
Port Huron 21159 20 1057
Dayton 15681 20 784

Danbury 12839 18 713

Berlin 11331 20 566
Brewster 5207 21 247

TOTALS 91816 123 746

POWERED BV yfpOa

eral Hockey League Pointstreak Stats Page 1 0



Port Huron welcomes new hockey team Page 1 of 1

Port Huron welcomes new hockey team

Joseph Hayes Times Herald 72BplyB13Apii ZOt

Welcome backto Port Huron professional hockey

fi
A

A stead stream of onlookers flowed into the M rran Memorial Room Thursda as Port HuronsnewestMy yc o
A r

1

V
professional hockey franchise was announced

Byeao A feeling of excitement could be felt in the air as new ownerBarry Soskin 57 of Arlington Heights IL spoke of

his vision and new five year agreement with McMorran Arena to bring a Federal Hockey League team to Port
eoPhoto

JEFFREYMSMITH Huron TIMES
HERALDI

didntwant to go into amarket and have thefans thinkwewere goingtobe 1anddonesaid Soskin who owns

asporting goods store and gun range inIllinois They proposeda three year leaseI wantedtoshow people thatIplanon being here for a while and

afive year lease was the minimumIwantedtodeal with In

the next month Soskin said he hopes toname the team and also findacoach to run it At the teamsnew website wwwporthuronhockeycomyoucan o
submit

yourown suggestions for what theteam should becalled The

Port Huron team willbe the third team Soskin owns in the FHL In addition tothe new Port Huron franchise Soskin also owns the Danville Dashers and

the Dayton Demonzr
e The

FHL playedaneutral sitegame at McMorran onJan 31 that drew over1 700fans featuring Danville andthe Danbury Whalers Thefan support e
mstemming

from thegame excited theFHL and allowed commissioner DonKirnan to really hone inon Port Huron He

hopes tosee his league expand toseven oreight teams by October when the56 game season begins This

is an owner thathas owned professional teams for 20 years said Kirnan who started theleaguein 2009 Most situations that dontlast very long are
with inexperienced ownershipWe

have done select games infour or five places totry to gauge community interest Obviouslyitwas awin for everyone here We were delighted with what

washere and itworked outvery well McMorran

General Manager Rob Churchill helped secure thedeal after Port Huron went withoutahockey team this past seasonforthe first time since 1995

The FHL however willbesomewhat different from theNorth American Hockey League The

league will feature young veterans that are already removed from playing juniors and college hockey and could be overall more well rounded players

This

owner has been around 25years inthis game Churchill said He understands thevalue of entertainmentInthe past it was justa hockey game We
need the entertainment that goeswithitI

definitely think thefederal hockey league is arough tough type league We kind of knew that minor professional hockey was the route we wantedtogo

In the past pro hockey teams had alot of older guys You will see a lot of young guys Contact

Joseph Hayes at810 989 6268orat jahayes@gannett comFollowhim on twitter @jhayes1136 Read

or Share thisstory http bwnews11Vubh0l

aLatL711LwInns Clndlnn17 a s
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tib Federal Hockey League schedule
teEQs as rnAllBmes

Qivh Novembers 2015 Dort Huron Prowlers 4at Dayton DemoNtion 8 Final t30

November 62015 nbury Tflenssat Bismrster Bulldogs 1 Ftnel

r A VQ Novembers 2015 Berm Rlver Drivers 2et Danalla Dashers 4 Fnal

P November 72015 Bedm RiverDelvers 5of Dayton Demoltion 7 FUral

5
November 72016 Oamrille Dashers 5 et Pen HuronPawbre0 Final

November 72015 Brewster Bulldogs 5 at Danbury Titans 6 Final

Noveeerber 5 2015 Bailin River Ddvers 9 at Fort Huron Prowlers 5 Final

November 18 2015 Dayton Demolticn 2 atPort Hwon Prawler3 11 Final

November 1S 2016 Denville Dashers 6 at BrcwretrBulldogs 2

November 14 2095 Danvllle Dashers s a@ Berln RNer Drivers8 Ftrrel

November 14 2095 Dayton Demolition 6at Pon Huron Prowiere 3 Flnaf

November 14 2016 Danbury Titans 3 at Brewster Bulldogs 4 Fmal

November 95 2016 Danbury litany 8 atBedin RirerDdvats 2

Novambar20 2015 Pon Huron Prowlers 6 at Dayton DemoiOon 0 Fiirtld

November 20 2015 Brewsldr Bulldogs 1 eE Oamrilte Dashers 4 Foal

November212015 Bressler Bulldogs 2 at Oayian Demoltion 5 F

November212016 Berle RroerDrivers 2 at Danbury Titanss Find

November 21 2015 Port Huron prastenr 3 et Danvllie Dashers 1

November22 2016 BrewsterBulldogs 2 at Danbury Titans 0 Final

Nwemher 22 2015 Dayton Demolition 1 at OanviNe Dashers8 Final

November2b 2015 DanburyTOans 4 at Berlin River Ddvets B Final OT

Noveadter25 2015 Part Huron Proevlen 9 at DanvNe Dashers 2 Fld

November272015 DarMlla Dasher2 at Dayton Demclition 1 Fivud

November 27 2018 DanburyTitans 8 al Pon Huron ProwlersS Final

November 27 2015 Berlin River Drivere s at BrewsterBulldogs 5 Fief

NovemDar 28 2015 Brewster Bulldogs 5 at Bedin River Odvers9 Fhtel

Novambar282015 Danbury Tttene 4at DanvNle Dashers 2

November 29 2015 Dorton Derncli0on 4 at Brewster Bulldogs 8 F

November 29 2015 Derrbury Tunss at Damrilla Dashers 8 Finmal

December 42015 Pon HoranProwlers 5 at Bedin RiverOrmere 8 Final

December 42018 Brewster Bulldogs S et Dayton Denollifon 2 Fl

December 42095 Damrflle Dashers 0 at Danbury Titans 5 Ficel

December 52015 Danville Dashers 5 at Berlin RrUer Dfivare4 Final SO

December 5 2015 Brewster Buldogs 5 at Dayton Demolition 8 Fmel

December 5 2015 Pmt Huron Prowlers s at Danbury Ttans 6 Final

December 10 2015 t3rewaterBulldogs 4et Danbury Titans3 Final

December 10 2015 Berle River Divers 4a4 nville Dashers 5 Final

December 11 2015 BeiM River Drivere 8ai Pan Hunan Prowlers 5 Final

December 712015 DanburyTitans 11 et BrewsterBulldogs 3 FNeI

December 11 2015 Dayton Demoltion 8 at Damrille Dashers 8 Fmel

December 12 2095 Pon Huron Prowtaro B at Baden River Drivers1 Finei

Decerrdter 12 2010 BrewsterBulldogs 9 at Danbury Titans 0 Fierel

December 12 2015 Dayton DemolOon B et Darwille Dashers 5 Final

Detnber 18 2015 Porl HuronProwlers 5 at BrearstarBulldogs 8 Flnal

December 17 2075 Pon HuronPrawlsn 5 at Dayton Demolition 4 Final

December 18 2015 Berlin River Drivare4 at yton DemogOon 7 Final

Deamber 18 2015 Danville Dashers 9 at t3rawster Bulldogs s Final

December 19 2015 Bedin River Drivers 2 al pon Huron Pnawkrs 5 Final

December 19 2015 Damdlle Dashers s at DeMury Titans8 Fral

December 20 2015 Pon HuronProwlers 5 at Dayton Demolition 5 Fmal

December 20 209b DanburyTitans S ae Brewster Bulldogs 2 Final80

December28 2015 pon Huron Progrllrs A at Damrille Dashers8 Final

December 25 2016 Brewster Butidogs s at BedinRverOdvers 6 Final OT

December 25 2015 DarNilleDhers8 at PGt1 Huron ProwlerY Q Final

December 26 2015 Danbury Titansat Dayton Demolition PPd

Decem6e 27 2015 Brewster Bulldogs 5 at BerlmRiver Drivers 7 Fbtal

December 27 2015 Danbury Titans s at Darnldle Dashers 2 final

December28 2015 Danbury Titans 5 Danvitie Dashers 8 Final

December 29 2016 Para Huron Prowlers at BedmPiver Delvers FPd

Decenber 30 2016 Danbury Tilarre 2 at BedntRiver Ddvers 3 Fib

December 80 2018 FatHuronProwlers 5 al Hrewaker Butidogs 1 Final

December 80 2095 Dayton Demolition0at Damrille Dashers 5 Final

December89 2015 Dayton Oemoltiion 6at Pan Huronprowln7 Final

January 12016 DarwAle Dashers 2 at Dayton Demclltion D F

January 12016 Beetin River Dnvere7 at BrewsterBulldogs 8 Final

January 22016 DanburyTitans 7al Berlin River Ddvere 1

January 22016 Brewster Bulldogs 8 at pan HuronProwhB F

January 22016 Dayton Demoltiion 1 at Danville Dashers 5 Finmal

January 32098 Brewster Bulldogs 2 at Danville Dashers 5 Fhref

January 52016 Danville Dashere 8 at Bedin River Odvere 8 Final t7n

January82016 Danbury Ttiens 2 eQ BrewsterBulldogs 9 Final

Januaryy 92016 Berlin River Drivers 8 at BrewsterBulldogs 5 Final

e1f3
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6 January92016 DanvNle Dashers 4 ffi Danbury Tilrfaes 2 Final

oA1 eY
Y

Janry9 2018

JanuanJ 74 2096

Dayton Demoli0on 2 at ponkmn Prowiere 4

Damrllle Dashers 8 of Danbury Titans 5

Rnal

Final
yo January 15 2096 DanburyTitans 9at Berlin River Drivers 5 Final

7 January 15 2095 Dayton Demolition 2 at Para Hurai Prnsriers 5 Fhnal

A V
January 15 2016 Danville Dashers 5 of Brauvstar Bulldogs 4 Firrei

Sp January 15 2018 D2nDemolition 8ffi Pon Huron Prawtsrs A F

Jamrery 16 2016 BrewsterBulldogs S ffi Danbury Titans4 Final

January 16 2095 Berlin River Drivers ffi Brewster Bulldogs Ppd

January 17 2016 Danvile Dashers 5 ffi Brewster Butldoga 6 Final BO

Jawary 97 2018 Berlin River Drivers 8 at DanburyTitans4 Final

January 21 2018 Danvile Dashers 1 at DaytonOemoGtron 8 0000 9sf

January 22 2016 DanburyTdans 2 of Brewrsfar Bulldogs 5 Final

January 28 2016 BrewsterBulldogs 8 at Bariin River Drivers 4 Fhtal Of

January 28 2018 Pei HuronProwkn ffi DanburyTitans8 FMaI

January 24 2016 Danville Dashers 2 ffi Dayton Demolition 8 Finffi Ol

January 28 2016 DanburyTitans5 ffiDaynDemoiton 4 Final

January 28 2016 Berlin Rhrer Drivers 8 ffiPort Huron Prowrers c Rnal

January 29 2016 Berlin River Drivers 5 ffi Dayton Demolition 1 Final

January 29 2016 Danbury Titans2 atPwlHuron Pmwlora 4 Foal

January 80 2016 Fat Huron Prowtars e ffi Dayton Damatition 8 Final

January 80 2096 Danbury Tdans 7 atBrewster Bulldogs 8 Final

January 8Q 2016 Berlin River Drivers s at Danville Dashers 6 Final

January 81 2018 Dayton Daeerolttion 5at Part Hurtm PtoNecv 9 Final

February42013 Bertirr River Drivers 7 a4 Danbury Titans6 Fbtal 60

February 52016 Danbury Tuns6 ffi Berlin River Drivers 9 Fmffi

February52016 DamdlleDafers5 ffi Dayton Demolition 7 Fatal

Febrtsry52096 Pon Huron Prowlers 2 ffi BrewsterBulldogs 6 Final

February62096 BrewsterBulldogs 6 ffi Berm River Drivers 7 Final

FebrtsryQ2016 Pmt HuronProwien 4 ffi Danbury Titansb Fbral

February62016 Dayton Danmltibn 5 ffi Danville Dashers 2 Fine

February112016 Port HronPrerAero3 ffi Demrille Dashers 6 Final

February 92 2016 DaytonDemolltimr 5 et Berlin River Drnrere 7 Final

February 92 2016 Danmlla Dashers 2 ffi Pon Hurm Prowfen 3 Final 60

February 12 2016 DanburyTiters 5 ffi BrewsterBulldogs 8 Fine

February 98 2076 Dayton OemoHtWn 8 at Benin River Drivers 4 Final

February 18 2016 Darwille Dashers 2 ffi Port HuronProwlers 5 Final

February 18 2016 BrewrsterBulldogs 1 of Danbury Titans 7 Final

February 14 2096 Dayton Demolition 6 at DanburyTierra 19 Final

February 9S 2016 Dayton Demolton 4 of ermnrsrsr Bulldogs 6 Final

February 18 2016 Danbury Titans 6 ffi Pon HuronProwlers 5 Final t7n

February 19 2096 Danbury Titans 6 ffi Pwt Huron PrcaMsra d Final Ol7

February 19 2016 Berlin River Drivers 6 at Brewster Bulldogs 4 Final

February 20 2096 BrewsrBulldogs 2at Berlin River Drivers 8 Final

February 202016 Danbury Titans4at DaynDemolSton 5 Final

February 202018 Peat HuronProwters a at DamAUeDhersB Final

February 21 2016 Brewster Bulldogs 6 ffi Berlin River Orrtrers 91 Finffi

February 29 2096 DanburyTtans 4 ffi Dorton Demolition 2 Fmal

February 21 2016 Part Huron Prowrorro ffi Damrille Dashers 7 Final

February 25 2016 Karlin River Drivers ffi Dayton Demolton 780pm

February 26 2016 Brewster Bulldogs at Danbury Titans 725pm

February 26 2096 BerlmRiver Drivers at Daewille Dashers 8d0pm

February 27 2016 Daylan Danslltion ffi Danville Dashers 800pm

February 28 2096 Dayton Demolton of Danvitie Dashers 800pm

March 42016 Port HuronProNars atDeytan Demolition 720pm

March 4 2096 Danvitia 7ashere ffi Berlin River Drivers 720pm

March 42096 BrewsterBulldogs ffi Danbury Titans 725pm

March S 2016 Fart HuronProwhro ffi Dayton Demoltilon 720pm

MarWr Q 2016 Damdlla Dashers at BrevuarBulldogs 7SS pm

March 62016 Berlin RNer Drivers ffi Danbury Titans 508pm
MarrJr 10 2096 BrewsterBulidaga ffi Pori HuronProwienr 780pm

March 19 2096 Brewster Bulldogs at Port Huron PravrOar 720 pm

March 91 2016 Dayton Demolition al Berlin River Drivers 720 pm

Memh 12 2096 Dayton Demolton a4 Danbury Titans 786pm

Manotr 92 2096 Karlin River Drivers at ewsler Bulldogs 725 pm

MarcYr 12 2096 Part Huron ProNan ffi Oanvitie Dashers 800pm

March 182098 Dayton Demolition at BrewsterBulldogs 595 pm

March 18 2016 Berlin River Drivers et Danbury Tlfars 505Pm

Match 18 2096 Port Huron Prowlers at Danville Dashers 600 pm

March 17 2095 Dayton Demoltiion at Pan Hruon ProvFera 720 pm

March 18 2010 Danville Dashers ffi Dayton DemoSlion 720 pm

Match 18 2096 Part Huron Ftovlera at Brewster Bulldogs 725 pm

March 18 2016 Benkr River Drivers atDanbury Titans 725 pm

March 19 2096 Brewster Butidogs at Benin River Delvers 700pm

March 19 2015 Danville Dashers at DaynDemolition 780pm

March 99 2018 Pon Huron PraeNera at Danbury TDans 785pm
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March 242018

March 25 2018

March 25 2078

PittHuron Pnraalars at Berlin River Drivels

Port Mwon Prowtersai Dayton Demoltion

Danville Dashers at Port Huron Prcwers

DaytonDemolition at DanburyTitans

200pm
980pm

780pm

785pm

pQVo March 25 2016 Berlin River Dt9versat Brewster Bulldogs 786pm

5P Mardi 2s 2018 Dayton Dema50an at Berlin River Drivers 900pm

Meech 28 2076 Damrllle Dashers ap Port Huron Prcwian T90pm

March 26 2076 BrewsterBugdogs at Danbury Titans 795pm

March 27 2078 BerOn River Drivers at Danbury Titans 505pm

March 87 2076 Danville Dashers at Dayton Demoli0on 790pm

Mamh 81 2078 BrewsterBulldogs ai Pnrt Huron Praw7en 790 pm

Apri11 2018 Berlin River Drivels at Danbury Titans 795 pm

April 1 2096 BrewerBulldogs atDemeille Dashers 800pm

Apni22070 Danbury TBana at Berlin River Drivers 700pm

Apra22096 Dayton Demo88on ao Port Huron Prwslers 780pm

Apn7 22078 BrewsterBulldogs atOanwOe Dashers 800pm

April 8 2016 DanburyTitansat Berlin River Drivers 205Pm

April 82016 Danville Dashers at Pon Muron Prorame 800pm

April 8 2078 erevusterBulldogs aYDayton Demolition 500pm

April 4 2018 Berlin2iver Driversat BrewsterBulldogs

P3f3



Federal Hockey Schedule 20162017

1 8OOpm Friday November 4th 2016

2 430pm Sunday November 6th 2016

3 Friday November 11th 2016

4 Sunday November 13th 2016

5 Friday November 18th 2016

6 Sunday November 20th 2016

Friday November 25 2016 Thanksgiving Tourney
Sunday November 27 2016 Thanksgiving Tourney

7 Friday December 2nd 2016 Silversticks

8 Sunday December 4th 2016 Silversticks

9 Friday December 9th 2016 Silversticks

10 Sunday December 11th 2016 Silversticks

11 Friday December 16th 2016

12 Sunday December 18th 2016

Friday December 23 2016

Sunday Dececeber25 2016 Closed

Friday December 30 2016

Sunday January 12017 Closed

13 Friday January 6th 2017

14 Sunday January 8th 2017

15 Friday January 13th 2017

16 Sunday January 15th 2017

Friday January 20 2017 Silversticks

Sunday January 22 2017 Silversticks

17 Friday January 27 2017

18 Sunday January 29 2017

19 Friday February 3rd 2017

Sunday February 5th 2017 Superbowl
20 Friday Februry 10th 2017

21 Sunday February 12th 2017

22 Friday February 17th 2017

23 Sunday February 19th 2017

24 Friday February 24th 2017

25 Sunday February 26th 2017

26 Friday March 3rd 2017 2016 MHSAA Regional
27 Sunday March 5th 2017

28 Friday March 10th 2017

29 Sunday March 12th 2017 Super Sunday
30 Friday March 17th 2017 Ice Show

31 Sunday March 19th 2017 Ice Show

32 Friday March 24th 2017

33 Sunday March 26th 2017

34 Friday March 31st 2017

35 Sunday April 2nd 2017

35 Dates to play 27 games

Silver Stick Dates TBD



Agreement proposal

This agreement is between the city of St Clair Shores Michigan theArena and Elite

Hockey Enterprise LTD and is dated this day of 2016

Elite Hockey Enterprise LTD owner of3 Jr A hockey clubs Parry Sound Islanders Seguin
Huskies and Kingsville Kings is looking into purchasing an expansion professional hockey team

playing in Federal Hockey League and would like to spend their next 5seasons in St Clair

Shores using the Civic Arena as their home rink starting October 2016 This contract would

approximately bring in 175000 in arena ice rental revenues during this period and additional

200000 a year for the community in form of

rent money spent by the team to house the players 21000 12 14 out of town

players 3 houses 7 months
bus rental 30000
wages to local coaches trainers and EQM 10000
timekeepers game staff salaries5000
use of local services skate sharpening gym rentals lawyers an accounting services
bank services etc 15000
players spending money groceries restaurants gas entertainment etc 52000 15
players 125 per week per player for 7 months
teamsplayers guests parents local hotels restaurants etc 10000 500 per player
per season on average
out of town staff rent groceries restaurants entertainment21000 3 staff members

1000 a month for 7 months
hospital doctorsfees 20000

The team would like to pay The Arena 10 000 upfront and The Arena deducts The Teams

monthly expenses as approved by The Team Once those monies run out The Team would give
another 10 000 to The Arena to put towards The Teamsexpenses

Proposed Rates and Ice Rental Terms

The Team would like to see ice rental rates at 14090 min on none peak ice hours 3

times a week to use as their practice ice time

The Team would like to see ice rental rates at 20500hour on Fridays and Sundays to use as

their home game times The team is guaranteed 35 home game nights to be played on Fridays
730pm or Sundays430pm

City ofSt Clair Shores Benefit
Spending approximately 175000 at The Arena for the duration ofthis contract on fees

associated with The Team



Sponsorship

The Team is allowed to sell sponsorship opportunities to be put on rink boards and or banners
on the walls as well as display banners in the lobby removable used just during the game

nights The Team has agreed to cover all expenses associated with the sponsor The Arena will

receive 75percent of every sponsorship secured by The team additional75percent of any
arena sponsorship will be donated to Minor Hockey Association The Team agrees to not

approach current arena sponsors secured by The Town or other usergroups

Locker Room

The Arena has agreed to designate 1 locker room for The Team that will accommodate 20

players The Team is allowed to build playersstalls in the designated locker room to

accommodate 20 players The Team is responsible for any cost associated with building inside

of the locker room and all fixtures added to the room will remain regardless ofhow long the

team remains at the arena The Arena agrees to clean designated locker room at zero cost to

the team The team is also allowed to use the office space and video room at a time approved
by The Arena

Entry to Arena

The Team needs to be able to get into the rink after hours once returning from the away trips
The Team agrees to only have 2 keys made and they stay with The Head Coach AND General

Manager of the Team at all times

Internet

The Team requires a strong wireless Internet connection during all hours of the day in order to

record and stream each and every home game

Fitness room

The Team commits to purchase additional equipment bench press squat rack etc for the
fitness room and will be in exchange allowed to use the fitness room at zero cost

Beer Sale

The Team is allowed to sell beer during all their home games in cooperation with the Minor

Hockey Association The Team and the Minor Hockey Association will share the profit equally at

5050 rate with the Minor Hockey not for profit organization controlling and operating all sales

Insurance

The Team will purchase their own liability insurance as they have experience doing in their

current ventures in other arenas This will include a 2 million liability coverage within the

building and will have the The Arena named on the policy itself



LAKERS 20162017

1 Saturday 12Nv

2 Saturday 19Nov

X Saturday 26Nov Thanksgiving Tourney

X Saturday 3Dec Silversticks

X Saturday 10Dec Silversticks

3 TUESDAY 13Dec

4 Saturday 17Dec

X Saturday 24Dee Closed

X Saturday 31Dec Closed

S Saturday 7Jan

6 THURSDAY 12Jan

7 Saturday 14Jan

X Saturday 21Jan Silversticks

8 Saturday 28Jan

9 Saturday 4Feb

10 Saturday 11Feb

11 Saturday 18Feb

12 Saturday 25Feb

TBD Regional Semi

TBD Regional Final



Day Date ppnent Arena Time Bus Time

Thursday 11192015 Warren Mott Hazel Park scrimmage 330pm 2iSpm

1 Saturday 11212015 Birmingham United Birmingham 830pm Es30pm

2 Friday 11272015 Southgate Anderson Georgetown IceArena SOOpm IVo Bus

3 Saturday 11282015 Grandville Georgetown Ice Arena 230pm IVo Bus

4 Wednesday 1222015 Royal ak Royal ak 8OOpm fs00pm

S Thursday 2232015 Marysville McMorran 815pm 6OOpm

6 Monday 1272015 Fraser Fraser Hodceyland 745pm fa00pm

7 Saturday 12122015 Romeo Macomb Suburban 4OOpm 215prn

S Friday 12182015 Cabrlrl CivicArena SOOPm

9 Saturday 12192015 Notre Dame Troy Sports Center 715pm 515Pm

10 Saturday 12262015 LAnseCreuse Morth CivicArena 530pm

11 Sunday 12272015 Fraser CivicArena 530pm

12 Tuesday 152016 Utica CivkArena 8OOprr

13 Friday 182016 Ranea Cdvk Arena P

14 Saturday 29201fa Eisenhower Macomb Suburban S50pm 4OOpm

1S Wednesday 1132016 Grosse Pointe North Fraser 6OOpm 415pm

16 Friday 1222016 Dakota MtClemens 65Opm SOOpm

17 Wednesday 1272016 Bloomyield Hills Chelsea Arctic Coliseum Arena SOOpm 230pm

18 Saturday 1302016 East Grand Rapids Chelsea Arctic Coliseum Arena 815pm

19 Sunday 131201f Howell Chelsea Arctic Coliseum Arena 215pm

20 Tuesday 2j2016 RayalOgrkShrine C1vlcArena OOpm

11 Friday 2122016 Eisenhower CivicArena SOOpm

22 Saturday 2132016 Anchor Bay C1v1cArena 8OOpm

Z3 Saturday 2202016 Milfarol C1vicArena SOOpm

24 Wednesday 2242016 Cabrini Allen Park 710pm SOOpm

25 Satunday 2272016 Aakata CivicArena BOOpm

26 Mondoy 2292016 Dakato CivicArena Regionalsemi ROOpm

Fridoy 342016 TroyIkeMott Civic Arena Regional Finol 8OOpm

Hama

Seniornight

Updated12716
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he history of the Cedar Rapids
RoughRiders franchise comes

to life every Friday and Saturday
night at the Cedar Rapids Ice

Arena better known in these parts as

The Stable located in the heart of what
has affectionately become known as

Rtdertown USA
The community loves the RoughRiders

whohave averaged nearly2800 fans per game
overthepast five seasons Game night brings a

buzz that also goes beyond hockey and features
fun officeentertaiiunentand abigleague feel

Fans traverse a concourse linedwithphotos
of alumni while wearing a variety of green
black and white jersey styles the team has

fashioned since its inception in 1999
And many of those not dressed in

Riderwear proudly display the NHL colors
of suchplayers as JustinAbdelkader Alec
Martinez Alex Stalock TommyWmgels
and Jayson Megna who all called Cedar

Rapids home before moving on to NCAA
Div Iprograms and the professional ranks

Cedar Rapids fans actually root for two

teamsthecurrent group of RoughRiders
and the hundreds of former players who

parlayed their time in Eastern Iowa into

greater opportunities in the game

The bumper stickers and billboards

throughout the city show just how much tie

RoughRiders have woven theirwayinto the
fabricof a community without an extensive

hockey history beyond the 21st century
To the fans the RoughRidersare more

thanjust a hockey team They area vitalpart
of the community

BOYS TO MEN
Mark Carlson oversees so much more than

just the development ofyoung hockey play
ers as the head coach and general man

ager of the Cedar Rapids RoughRiders
He only considers his job complete if those

sameplayers rnntinue to develop into qual
ity human beings during their time in the

United States Hockey League
Over the course of the season Carlson

might only see his players who range in

age from 16 to 20 for a few hours per day



1 THINK IGET1UGT 4S MUCHoUT OF CTHE ROUGHRIDERS
OUTREACH PROGRAMASTHE KIDSD0 ITSKIND OFCOOL TO SEE
THE LOOKS ON THEIR FACES i

ROSS COLTOIV

So in addition to developing their skills

on the ice the RoughlTiders place their

players in welcoming billet homes and

keep them busy with a variety ofoffice

programs including high school commu

nity college parttime jobs or community
outreach programs depending on their age
and academic pursuits

We want them to improve as people and

aid the job their parents have been doing for

151617years said Carlson theonly head
coach the RoughRiders have known since

entering the USHI in 1999

For us as coaches inthe USHL the best

compliment we can get is when parents tell

us their boy grew up and developed into a

young manwhile theywere here with us In

the end thatswhat its all about

RIGHT AT HOME
Callahan Burke Matt Filipe and Sam

Sternschein all grew up on the East Coast

But they fit right in with the Doug and

Janelle Banowetz family in Cedar Rapids

Moving away from home can be tough
especially if its your first time but they do

a great job ofmaking us feel at home said

Filipe whohails from Lynnfield Mass

They encourage us to bring some of
ourown ways from backhome and get us

involved in decisions like what well eat

for dinner They understand that it can be

tough to be away from home

While the players learn a level ofrode 14

pendence they stillmustfollow the rules of

the house That includes the chores that few

teenagers enjoy
A big part ofplaying in this league is liv

ingaway from home Sternschein said So
it helps a lot to be treated like their own son

while youre here

t3VVy44t5WWWnearnananoexyGOmallesveLicawowavanrw
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BOOKS AND PUCKS
The RoughRiders roster includes seven

students enrolled at Washington High
School The players attend school in the

morning and practice in the afternoon
Like other USHL teams the RoughRiders
employ academic advisors to keep players
on topof their studies

Our schedule canbe prettytough espe
ciallywhenyou have to miss school because
of road trips but it teaches you responsi
bility forward Hugh McGing said You
have to communicate with your teachers

more often and workwith them Its nice
to know too that the support is there to

keep you on task

Callahan Burke who will be heading off

to NotreDamenext season has been talang
classes at Kirkwood Community College
this season

Its only a couple of classes a semester
so its not tootough but it keeps me inthe

mode ofgoing to school whileImplaying
hockey Burke said

The nice thing is everyone on the team

knows the importance of keeping upwith

your schoolwork That support makes it a

lot easier to stayon top of things

ELEMENTARY WORK
Ross Colton the teams leading scorer is
one of many players who take part in the

RoughRiders outreach program which
includes reading to elementary school chil
dren and serving as a positive role model

Far left Like other USFLteams
the Cedar Rapids RoughRiders pride
themselves on their community
involvement In return the community
supports players like Ben Blacker 33
and Jacob Hayhurst 20

Center and righti Friday night hockey
games at the Cedar Rapids Ice Arena are

an event as everyone Sets in on the fun
and excitement

IthinkIgetjust as muchoutof it as the
kids do Colton said Its kind of cool to

see the looks on their faces knowing that

they might nothave the same opportuni
ties we have

Some guys might feel a little awkward
or might not like public speaking that
much But seeing the kids and how they
respond to youmakes it a lot easier

WORKING RESPONSIBILITY
Mitch Reinke spends his Tuesday and

Thursday mornings working aparttime
job at Batteries Included in Cedar Rapids
His responsibilities include deliveries
office work and sweeping floors
Its kind ofnice to get away from hockey

a little bit and be a regular kid for a while
Reinke said

Its not real tough work but it teaches

you responsibility Its another example of
the team helping youprepare for life out

side ofhockey

Lehner it the sporseditor ofthe Dubuque
IowaTelegraph Herald



BRIDGE BUILDER
By SCOTT USHL Plays A Vital Role In Preparing Players For

POWERS The Next Rung On The Development Ladder

LIKE ANY GOOD YOUTH

HOCKEY COACH Omaha

AAA Hockey Club coach

DavidWilkie is all about the

future success of his players
Wilkiesgoal is to first develop

and maximize his players
abPfities within theframework of

the Omaha AAA Hockey Club

Once that is reached Wilkies

next goal is find a landing spot
for his players to continue

their development and gain
further exposure to college and

professional scouts

Often that spot has been

in the United States Hockey
League The Omaha AAA

Hockey Club is one of the

many youth hockey programs

throughout the United States

that feeds its top players into

the USHL thecountrys only
Tier 1 hockey league

When players are ready
they need to make the next

step bottom line said Wilkie a

former NHL player The USHL

is the top Tier 1 Junior league in

the country and they have the

right to take those players Its
our job at AAA to develop them

so they can get to that point
Nobody wants to be a

AAA player their whole life

Theyretrying to get to the next

step and the next step and the

next step
Wilkiesown son Chris is one

of the many success stories in

the USHL Chris played for the

Omaha AAA Club went on to

play three seasons in the USHL

committed to the University of

North Dakota and was selected

in the 2075 NHL Entry Draft by
the Florida Panthers

Chris Wilkiespath is an

example of the major selling
points the USHL provides for

youth hockey programs The

first one is that the USHL finds

Div I programs for its players
Youth programs feed into the

USHL and the USHL feeds into

college hockey Ninetyfive

percent of USHL players commit

to Div I hockey programs
There are only 425 players

in our league and every player
with the exception of a few

gets a DIscholarship said

Muskegon Lumberjacks general
manager and director of hockey
operations John Vanbiesbrouck
who is also on the USA Hockey
executive committee

Whetherthey have aD1

scholarship coming in the

whole thing gets validated

when they get to our league So

nobody can validate a launch

of a player like the USHL

One of the main sources that

everybody is going to focus on

is that path of7 making it to DI

For players like forme
Waierloo Black Hawk Broc
Bower ptaying in the U5H

allows khem an opportunity t

develop skills that will serv

them well at the next leve
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hockey comes through the

USHL And the numbers all

support that

The other major selling
point is how tfie USHL can be

a players path to the NHL
That has become moretrue

in recent years In 2009 the
USHL had 18 current and past
players selected in the NHL
draft Since 2011 the USHL
hasnthad fewer than 37

players taken in a draft It had

51 players selected in 2014
and 47 in 2015

Part of the pitch is simply
getting guys to recognize
that if you want to be an elite

player the USHL more than

likely is going to be a stop
for you along the way USHL

commissioner and president
Bob Fallen said

That doesntmean its

an absolute must but its

something you want to
consider if you go talk to the

NHL scouts and college scouts
and everybody else This is a

league that has the respect of
their personnel scouts

While the NHL draft
has become a significant
promoting tool for the USHL

Fallen has also attempted to

share some of that spotlight
with the Junior programs
that began the development
process

Our league and Junior

hockey in general is only
as good and only as

strong in America as the

developmental leagues
underneath us Fallen said

Whether itshigh schools in

Minnesota or Midget teams

in Michigan or club teams all
overthe country we want to

support them

Our players are part of

the American development
system We want to salute

that and promote that Thats

what were apart of Were

the top end of the food chain

That doesntmean werethe

only thing that they eat

As a former college
assistant coach Jason
Lammers has been involved
in recruiting USHL players
to college hockey and is
now recruiting players from

youth programs to the USHL
as thefirstyear head coach

and general manager of the

Dubuque Fighting Saints

I think the USHLs really
becomea goal for theUS

player Lammers said They
want to play in the USHL

and those youth coaches

at those levels are letting the

USHL have their players
I think its a healthy

situation for both sides

Fallen has heard the

concern that the USHL

sometimes tries to recruit

youth players before theyre
ready to make that jump
Itssomething he spoke to
his general managers about

recently
I said as much as we

want the best players in our

league we want to emphasize
the notion that kids should

come to this league only
when theyreready Fallen
said I also think we need to
do abetter job in thefuture

of recognizing that we cant
undercut the developmental
model below us We should
be supporting those guys
I think theresa movement

afoot that might see a higher
draft age for the NHL that

might slow down the racea

little bit

Personally I raised my
kids in Minnesota I like the
Minnesota high school model

I dontlike to see kids leave
before theyrephysically and

mentally prepared to play
Junior hockey ik

Scott Powers is a freelance

writer based in Chicago

THE PROS
THlSSPRNGAND SUMMER
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June 8 16
K

Ice training withGary Roberts
icewithNHL Skills Coaches

June 20 23
irt

rep School and College
ches In Attendance

July 25 28
USHUDiv 1 and IIFCoaches

in Attendance

Boarding options orspecial hotel rateavailable for all camps
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Asking The Right Questions Can Provide The Right
Directions Up The Ladder Of Development

THE JUNIORHOCKEY LAND

CAPEin the United States stretches
from Alaska to Florida and includes more

than 200 teams spread across a dozen

leagues And its not always an easy land

scape to navigate
USA Hockey Magazine posed the top 10

questions about Junior hockey to a panel of

expertsUSAHockey director ofJunior
hockey Marc Boger Vice President Junior
Council John Vanbiesbrouck USHL
Commissioner Bob Fallen and NAHL
director of communications Alex Kyrias

Here is some advice they offered to help
every player take the nextstep up the ladder
of development

Metropolitan Junior Hockey League
NA3EHL Independents the NA3HL
NorthernPacific Rocky Mountain and
US Premier Tier Iand Tier II rosters are

limited to 23 players per team and Tier ffi

teams carry 25 players

What is the difference in costs for the
three tiers
Teams at the Tier I level pay for all costs

involved withplaying including equipment
and housing Players in the NAHL pay for

housing and some equipment Tier III is

paytoplay and costs for billeting ice time
and coaching varydepending on locationof
the franchise

What are the levels of Junior hockey
USA Hockey sanctions three tiers ofJunior
hockey The United States Hockey League
plays at the Tier I level and the North

American Hockey League competes at

the Tier II level The Tier III level con

sists of the Eastern Hockey League the

What questions should I ask before
deciding which tryouts I should
attend
There are fees involved with participating
in tryouts so players and parents should
do their homework before deciding where

to try out

11

They should askother questions as well
How many veterans will be returning How

many rosterspots areavailable Where do

players go after they graduate from the

program
There is also a big difference between

a recruiting pitch in April and how things
might play out during trainingxamp in

September Similar questions should be

asked before signing to play for a program

When is the right timeto play Junior
hockey
This is more ofa family decision because
the majority of Juniorhockey players must

moveaway from home to play Again play
ers must ask a variety of questions before

making a decision
Is the player mature enough to handle

the responsibilities of living away from

home and handling the hockey social and

academicelements ofJuniorhockey What
are the playersgoals and how realistic are

those goals
Keep in mind on average there are 225

college scholarships available eachyear and
Canadian and European players are also

vying for them so competition is fierce



FANS IN llfESTANDS
Attendance for201415season

UNITED STATES HOCKEY IEAGUE
Total attendance1384820fans
Games 510

Average attendance 2715

Top Draws

Sioux Falls Stampede 191280
Fargo Force 106299
Green Bay Gamblers 102485

NORTH AMERICAN HOCKEY LEAGUE
Total attendance1012204 fans
Games 720

Average attendance1405
Top Draws

Corpus Christi IceRays94890

Wenatchee Wild88240
Amarillo Bulls 73989

EASTERN HOCKEY LEAGUE
Total attendance 42780

Games 418

Average attendance 102

Top Draws

Philadelphia Little Flyers8932
Boston Junior Rangers6325
Connecticut Oilers3665

Do I have to play Junior hockeat an

early age to advance mycareer
Its nota bad thing to stayhome and play
high school hockey or Midget hockey if

youre notquite ready to handle all that

goes along withJunior hockey Teenagers
develop as players and people at different
ratesThere are advantages to excelling at

the high school or Midget level for an extra

yearbeforemoving on to playJunior hockey

Where deseducation fit into the life
of a Junior hockey player
BecauseJuniorhockey is considered a gate
way to college hockey teams at all levels
should be placing emphasis on the educa
tional component Thatswhy they develop
relationships withhigh schools community
colleges and fouryear institutions to make

suretheir players have educatiottal options
Even though Junior teamsarenotdirect

ly affiliated with a school there are often

consequences for failing to meet academic

requirements Coaches will take away ice
time for missed assignments orgrades that
donotmeet the standards they establish at

the beginning of the season

Most USHL teams employ academic
advisors to make sure their high school or

college players maintain their academic

standings and to help them prepare for col

lege entrance exams and understand what

to look for inaposthighschool institution

This varies by team and should be consid
eredwhen considering your options

Aside from pla ng hockey what cana

player expect firom the Junior hockey
experience
The hockey component actually makes

up a small percentage of a playersday
so teams seek opportunities for players
to develop away from the rink as well

Office training is required of all players
Most teams require their players to attend

high school or community college hold a

parttime job or participate in the teams

community outreach programs

Players who move away from home to

play Tier I and Tier II Junior hockey are

assigned to billet families who arescreened

by the teams to make sure they provide a

stable environment Players competing at

theTierIII level who areunder the age of 18

arerequired to live witha billetfamily While

living in billet homes players aresubjected
to the same house rules as other teenagers

What do I need to be aware of when
it comes to drafts or signing tenders
with a team
Drafts are leaguespecific events that deter
mine teams rights to players who wish to

play in that league
The USHL and IVAHL give their teams

the option of signing a limited number

ofplayers to tenders before the draft and

those teams forfeit draft picks in lieu of the

tenders A tender is an agreement to play for

a team and it eliminates your otheroptions
within that league

The majority of Tier ffi teams use con

tracts which are different from tenders

Contracts for the following season may not

be signed before the end of USA Hockeys
National Tournament series A contract

binds you to onespecific team and prevents
you from moving to a different team or

league unless your rights are either released

or traded

How will participating in showcase
events help me get recognized by
Junior programs
There areavariety ofpredraft combines and
showcase events that promise exposure to

Junior and college programssThis is another

area inwhichyou should doyourhomework
Ask those teams if they plan to attend and

howoften they find players at these events

Where is a good place to start doing
myhomework on Junior hockey
You can glean quite a bit of information by
visiting USAHockeycomjuniorhockey
which includes a directory of leagues and

teams as well as other helpful information
You can get a feel for the talent level for
most teams by watching their games on

FASTHockeycom Perhaps the best advice

comes from parents and players who have

experienced Junior hockey and arewilling to

share whattheyve learned along the way

The current landscape of Junior hockey in the United States provides talented players
with opportunities to improve their skllis along with their chances of advancing in their

hockey careers
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Dylan Larkin showed off his speed by breaking
df away from local crowd favorite Roman Josi of the

li Nashville Predators before eclipsing a20year mark

in theFastest Skater event during the NHL AllStar

Skills Competition
i
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Time And
Effort Spent

At The
fITDP Helped

Dylan Larkin
Make His Mark

In The NHL

By HARP THGMPSOII

s Dylan Larkin raced around
the Bridgestone Arena ice

on his recordsetting run

during the NHL AllStar
Skills Competition he had

more than his family in
the stands and Detroit Red Wings fans

everywhere cheering him on

Back in his home state ofMichigan
coaches at USA HockeysNational Team

Development Program were beaming with

pride as another of their accomplished
alumni was making his mark on the game

And no coach was prouder of Larkins

recordsetting effort than Carrie Keil
who has spent the past 16 seasons helping
NTDP players improve their skating skills

Ifyou look at Dylan and how he beat

that record those aresomepretty nice stride

mechanics Keil said after the 19yearold
shattered anAllStarrecord older than he is

in the fastest skater competition
Hes just effortless and thats whathap

pens when you do a lot of training and lay
down those foundations and motorpatterns
as early as possible Its poetry in motion

Dylan is not thinlang about anything thats

just the wayhe skates

As any coach will quickly point out it

takes more than great coaching to become
anallstar It takes players willing to put in
the time and effort to improve theiralready
considerable skill setFor the talented

youngsters at theNTDP thatsthe mindset
the minute they walk through the door

One of the things that I talk about a lot

is the fact that skilldevelopment is so impor
tantregardless ofhowoldyou areKeil said

So while we may get some of the best

kids in the countryfor theirbirthyear they
really do develop quite a bit Idontthink

that anyof those 16yearoldsareready for

the NHL at thatpoint Fortunately theyre
quite focused and enjoy the development as

much as we do

Over the years Keil hasworked with a

number of highlevel players who have

gone on to NHL stardom including
Patrick Kane Phil Kessel and Jack Eichel

to name a few Its a matter ofpride for her

to turnonanyNHL game and see the fivits

ofher labor shining on the NHL stage
Wevehad the privilege ofworking with

many talentedyoung kids and helping hone

their skills and helping them become suc

cessful NHL players she said Turn on

any NHL game theresalways two orthree

players whohave come through ourpro

gram Its just so enjoyable to watch Its a

very prideful thing
Likemanyoftheheralded prospects who

join the program Larkin used his time in

Ann Arbor working with the coaches to

get bigger stronger and improve all facets
ofhis game including his skating skills

Heworked so hardwhen he waswith

us at the NTDP Keil said Hes just
one of those humble blue collarguys
who just shows up and soaks every

thing up like a spongeIts paying off
for him now Hes obviously having
a fantastic rookie seasonWerevery

happy for him
After two seasons in Ann

Arbor where he amassed 84

points Larkin spent a year at the

University of Michigan before

turning prowith theRed Wings
who selected himwith the 15th

overall pick in the 2014 NHL

Entry Draft

His rookie season has

been beyond anyones great
est expectations as his 3 3

points in his first 48 NHL

games have notonly pro

pelled him near the top
of the rookie scoring
race but also punched
his ticket to Nashville
as the Red Wings
sole representative

When Iwas at Ann

Arbor I dreamed of

being anAllStar and grew up watching
AllStar Games but Ididntthinkit would

come this fast Larkin said as he walked

the red carpet
IfLarkin was nervous about his firstNHL

AllStarappearance he suredidntshow it
The Red Wings rookie looked right at home

among the gameselite players In addition

to his big splash in the skills competition
he dished out three assists in the opening
game of the3on3AllStar competition
But inthe finalgame he was blanked along
with his Atlantic division teammates by
the Pacific division goaltending tandem of

Jonathan Quick and John Gibson with1
million on the line

Imglad Igot to be here Larkin said

afterward Thewhole weekend was a lot of

fun a celebration of howmy year is going
Iwas able to just kick back relax meet

the guys and have as much fun as Ican It

was anopressure fimweekend

Spoken like a man on the fast track to

NHL stardom

usraracacrernlrcalrvvlazcle

During his two
seasons at the
National Teem

Development
Program Dylan

Larkin worked on all

aspects of his game


